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In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Epiphany is a Greek word that means shine upon. Like a spotlight, shining upon Jesus, revealing who he
is. The star guided the Magi to Christ, shining upon Bethlehem and leading them there. And the Magi brought
him gifts — gold and frankincense and myrrh — gifts which shine light upon who Jesus is and what he came to do.
Gold is for a king, incense is offered to God, and myrrh is a burial spice, because Christ our God and King came
to die for us.

And the whole season of Epiphany continues to shine light upon who Jesus is and what he does. Jesus is
revealed and manifested in his glory, when he’s baptized in the Jordan River, and when he changes water into
wine at Cana, and when he’s transfigured on the mountaintop, fully revealed to the apostles in all his resurrection
splendor, as our mighty Savior.

So Epiphany means shine upon, for in Jesus, the glory of the Lord shines upon us. And a key truth about
Christ that especially shines out at Epiphany, a great mystery illuminated and revealed and manifested in Jesus,
is that the baby in the manger came to save not just the Jews, but all nations, even the Gentiles, even you and me.
Epiphany reveals the plan of the mystery hidden for ages, but now revealed to his saints that, as Paul writes in
Colossians 1, “God chose to make known how great among the Gentiles are the riches of the glory of this mystery,
which is Christ in you, the hope of glory.”

Therefore, Epiphany is often called Gentile Christmas. Because at Epiphany, the Magi from the east,
Gentiles, were among the first to come and worship Jesus. These wise men understood by faith, through the Holy
Spirit, that the Savior was born to redeem not just the Jews, but even to redeem them. Jesus is born for all people,
for every tribe and language and nation on the earth.

Jews and Gentiles. Until the coming of the Magi, until the New Testament, the Bible mostly focused on
the Jews. God’s plan of salvation was from the Jews. Jesus, the Messiah, was born of the line of Abraham, and
Isaac, and Jacob. God chose Abraham out of all the nations of the earth, and Abraham’s son of the promise was
Isaac. Through Isaac shall your offspring be named.

And of Isaac’s two sons, Jacob and Esau, Jacob was the son of promise. God chose Jacob, not because of
any special quality in him, not because he foresaw that Jacob would believe, but simply to show his sovereign
will. And God chose Jacob’s offspring, the Jews, in order to show his glory. The Jews were often unfaithful and
rebellious, a stubborn nation, but God chose them in love, to reveal his great mercy and patience through them.

So salvation is from the Jews, because the promised seed, the seed of the woman, the line of the Messiah
is through the Jews. Jesus was born a Jew.

As for the Gentiles, the main thing to know about Gentiles is that it’s bad to be a Gentile. In the Old
Testament, Gentiles are the outsiders, cut off from the promises of God. Gentiles are pagan unbelievers. They’re
uncircumcised. They eat pigs. They don’t know God, they worship idols. They don’t care about God’s
commandments.

And because the Gentiles reject God, it seems in the Old Testament, at least on the surface, that the
Gentiles are cursed and rejected by God. According to the Law of Moses, God tells his people to clear the Gentile
nations of Canaan away, wipe them out, utterly cut them off.

Moses told the Jews in Deuteronomy 7, “When the Lord your God brings you into the land that you are
entering to take possession of it, and clears away many nations before you, the Hittites, the Girgashites, the
Amorites, the Canaanites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites, seven nations more numerous and mightier
than you, and when the Lord your God gives them over to you, and you defeat them, then you must devote them
to complete destruction. You shall make no covenant with them and show no mercy to them. You shall not
intermarry with them, giving your daughters to their sons or taking their daughters for your sons, for they would
turn away your sons from following me, to serve other gods. Then the anger of the Lord would be kindled against
you, and he would destroy you quickly. But thus shall you deal with them: you shall break down their altars and
dash in pieces their pillars and chop down their Asherim and burn their carved images with fire.”

That is the Old Testament curse against the unbelieving Gentile nations.
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But what about you? As far as I know, every person here today in this congregation is a Gentile. So if not
for the gracious mercy of God, as a Gentile, you would have no natural birthright, no hope, nothing whatsoever
to claim before God.

And yet, in the Old Testament, there are many hints of salvation for the Gentiles. It’s right there, in the
beginning, with God’s promise to Abraham in Genesis 12, when God called Abraham and said to him, “In you
shall all the families of the earth be blessed.” From the very start, God’s blessing to Abraham of land and
descendants included all the families of the earth. Abraham was blessed, so that in him we might all receive
blessing. Abraham was blessed to be the father of the Messiah, so the Messiah might bring salvation to us all.

And so, the Old Testament is full of hints and glimpses of this overflowing plan of salvation: blessing not
just for the Jews, but through the Jews, good news to all nations.

The Jews were called to be a kingdom of priests, a light for the nations. They were supposed to be the
missionaries and teachers, showing God’s truth to all people around them. As Moses told the Jews in
Deuteronomy 4, “See, I have taught you statutes and rules, as the Lord my God commanded me, that you should
do them in the land that you are entering to take possession of it. Keep them and do them, for that will be your
wisdom and your understanding in the sight of the peoples, who, when they hear all these statutes, will say,
‘Surely this great nation is a wise and understanding people.””

And in the Old Testament, many Gentiles did hear God’s word and believe. The Queen of Sheba, a Gentile,
came to Solomon to hear his wisdom and honor him. And God healed the Syrian Gentile Naaman of leprosy. And
God raised the son of the Gentile widow of Zarephath. And Jonah was sent to preach to the Gentiles of Nineveh,
so that when they repented, God had mercy and spared them.

And in the Old Testament, the book of Isaiah is especially filled with hints and promises of salvation for
the Gentiles. For example, our Old Testament text today, from Isaiah 60.

Isaiah says, “Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of the LORD has risen upon you.” —
There’s the shining upon theme of Epiphany — “For behold, darkness shall cover the earth, and thick darkness the
peoples; but the LORD will arise upon you, and his glory will be seen upon you. And nations shall come to your
light, and kings to the brightness of your rising.” Salvation for the peoples, the nations, the Gentiles.

And Isaiah continues, “Lift up your eyes all around, and see; they all gather together, they come to you;
your sons shall come from afar, and your daughters shall be carried on the hip.” Sons and daughters, the new
Israel, Gentiles, new children of Abraham by faith, who with Abraham believe God’s promises, and are graciously
counted righteous with him by faith.

And now, in the New Testament, with the birth of Christ the Lord, this glorious truth foretold in the Old
Testament — salvation for the Gentiles — it is accomplished. In the incarnation of the Son of God, the gospel shines
out brightly to all mankind. Good news and great joy for all people. God invites and draws all mankind to himself,
to redeem the whole world.

It’s just as Isaiah 9 foretold, describing when the Messiah comes to the Gentiles. “The land of Zebulun
and the land of Naphtali, the way of the sea, beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles — the people dwelling in
darkness have seen a great light, and for those dwelling in the region and shadow of death, on them a light has
dawned.”

That surely describes us, and this whole evil world. We are certainly dwelling in darkness, surrounded by
evil, blind to our sin. But this is the joyous, full meaning of Christmas. Christ is come to redeem even us, unworthy
Gentiles, and shine his light on us, so we might live in him.

Jesus came to reconcile Jews and Gentiles, to reconcile us both to God, in one body through the cross.
Jesus was worshipped by Gentiles, the Magi who came to honor him. And he sat at the well and talked with a
Gentile woman, a Samaritan. And he healed a Samaritan leper and praised his faith. And he healed the servant of
a Roman centurion, as well as the daughter of a Canaanite woman, both Gentiles. And he visited the Gentiles
cities of the Decapolis to heal a deaf-mute man. And when he died, it was a Gentile, a Roman centurion, who
stood with awe at the foot of his cross and said, “Truly this was the Son of God!”

So in our Epistle today, Paul tells the Gentile Christians of Ephesus, “When you read this, you can perceive
my insight into the mystery of Christ, which was not made known to the sons of men in other generations as it
has now been revealed to his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit. This mystery is that the Gentiles are fellow
heirs, members of the same body, and partakers of the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel.”
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And in Galatians 3, Paul tells those Gentile Christians, “The Scripture, foreseeing that God would justify
the Gentiles by faith, preached the gospel beforehand to Abraham, saying, ‘In you shall all the nations be blessed.’
So then, those who are of faith are blessed along with Abraham, the man of faith.”

And in Romans 15, Paul reminds the Gentile Christians of Rome, “I tell you that Christ became a servant
to the circumcised to show God’s truthfulness, in order to confirm the promises given to the patriarchs, and in
order that the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. As it is written, ‘Therefore I will praise you among the
Gentiles, and sing to your name.” And again it says, ‘Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people.” And again, ‘Praise the
Lord, all you Gentiles, and let all the peoples extol him.” And again Isaiah says, ‘The root of Jesse will come,
even he who arises to rule the Gentiles; in him will the Gentiles hope.””

Dear Christians, this is our great hope. Jesus is born for you. He has every right to reject you and cut you
off, but through his grace, we Gentiles have a share in the promises of God. The Lamb of God, who takes away
the sin of the world, has even redeemed us.

And thanks to him, we too shall stand before him singing the new song of Revelation 5, “Worthy are you,
O Christ, to take the scroll and to open its seals, for you were slain, and by your blood you ransomed people for
God from every tribe and language and people and nation, and you have made them a kingdom and priests to our
God, and they shall reign on the earth.” Amen.

Now may the peace of God which passes all understanding guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus
to life everlasting. Amen.



