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In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

If you think about it, it’s a very strange thing that our Lord Jesus Christ, the sinless Son of God, wanted
to be baptized. Why did he come to John to be baptized by him?

John the Baptist was absolutely right, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?” John knew
himself. He knew that he was a mere mortal, a sinner, born with original sin, inherited from Adam. John needed
Jesus to wash away his sins, not the other way around.

So John freely confessed that he was unworthy to even carry Jesus’ sandals, or even untie the sandal
straps, much less baptize the mighty Christ.

And John understood that Jesus alone, of all those born of women, did not inherit original sin from Adam.
John knew that Jesus is the Son of God, that he alone is righteous. He has no sin, and therefore, he has absolutely
no need for repentance, absolutely no need to be baptized for the remission of his sins.

So in the presence of the perfect holiness and righteousness of Jesus, John is painfully aware of his own
unholiness and sinfulness. “I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?”’ John knows his sin, he knows
his unworthiness.

What about you? Are you aware of your own sinfulness, like John, how much you need to be washed
clean? Are you aware of what a truly awesome privilege it is for us to gather here, in the presence of Jesus? How
amazing, that sinners like us are invited stand before Jesus and be served by him, week after week, in the holy
church. Don’t take these things for granted.

So here is John, the greatest of all born of women, a man set apart for the Lord and filled with the Holy
Spirit even from before his birth. But if even John admits his need for baptism from Jesus, how much more should
we! For we all do have sins to confess, many of them. How deeply and desperately we need God’s forgiveness!
How desperately we need our Lord to serve and minister to us, and yet how unworthy we are of his grace!

We need forgiveness. We need our sins washed away. But Jesus? Absolutely not! He needs no such thing.
He is perfect. “This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased.” How else could the Father be pleased
with him, unless he were perfect?

All his words are justice and truth, all the deeds of Christ are perfect. As God the Father described his
beloved Son in our Old Testament reading today from Isaiah 42, “Behold my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen,
in whom my soul delights.”

And why does the Father’s soul delight in the Son? Because he does all things perfectly, serving with
perfect patience, humility, and justice.

This Son executes justice for the poor and oppressed. He is light for the nations. He opens the eyes that
are spiritually blind, eyes like ours. He brings out the spiritual prisoners out from Satan’s dungeon, prisoners like
us from the darkness of sin and death and hell.

“He will not cry aloud or lift up his voice, or make it heard in the street; a bruised reed he will not break,
and a faintly burning wick he will not quench; he will faithfully bring forth justice. He will not grow faint or be
discouraged till he has established justice in the earth; and the coastlands wait for his law.”

So the Father calls forth his Son in perfect righteousness. “I am the LORD; I have called you in
righteousness; I will take you by the hand and keep you; I will give you as a covenant for the people, a light for
the nations, to open the eyes that are blind, to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon, from the prison those
who sit in darkness.”

And so, today, we see this perfect Son of God baptized in the Jordan, revealing him as the Anointed One,
anointed with the Holy Spirit, just as the Holy Spirit came down upon him in the form of a dove. The perfect Son
of God is come to bring justice and righteousness to all people and all nations, and carry out God’s will and rescue
us all from the clutches of Satan.

And yet, John seems very reasonable, refusing to baptize Jesus. John is absolutely right about his
unworthiness. But Jesus gently insists. He insists on being baptized. “Let it be so now, for thus it is fitting for us
to fulfill all righteousness.”
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So today, let’s break this down, this mysterious statement from Jesus, “Let it be so now, for thus it is
fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness,” and unpack what it means.

First, Jesus says, “Let it be so now.” In other words, “Allow it for now, for the time being. Allow me to
be baptized. Bear with me on this, John. I know what I am doing. Let it be so now.”

And then Jesus continues, “For thus it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness.” “It is fitting.” It fits what
I’'m doing to be baptized by you. It’s good and proper, because I need to stand in the same water with all these
sinners. This is how I’'m going to save all sinners, by standing in with them, standing in for them, acting as their
substitute.

That is Jesus’ mission. That is what he came to do, to save all people from their sins. As the angel said to
Joseph, “You shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” And it’s necessary for him to
do it like this, because it’s the only possible way. The perfect Son of God must suffer the death penalty for your
sin, because sin cannot go unpunished.

Yes, it’s necessary for Jesus to take your place in everything, beginning with baptism. He is baptized,
standing in for you, in order to show you that he will also see it through, he will also take your place on the cross,
and die a brutal death for you, the punishment you deserve, in your place.

Dear Christians, do you understand this? This is the good news, this is the Gospel. Jesus is baptized, so
that through baptism into him, you might have life in his name. “Do you not know that all of us who have been
baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death?” And that is wonderful, joyous good news, “For if we
have been united with him in a death like his, we shall certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his.”

And Jesus is baptized to sanctify all water, so that through baptism with him into his holy death, we might
have the righteousness of God. As 2 Corinthians 5:21 so wonderfully explains, “For our sake, God made him to
be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.” That is the great exchange:
Your sin for Jesus’ righteousness.

The perfect Son of God knew no sin, but God made him to be sin for us. He took our sin upon himself.
“He himself,” — Jesus — “bore our sins in his body on the tree, that we might die to sin and live to righteousness.
By his wounds you have been healed.”

And this is why it is necessary, fitting, and appropriate for Jesus to be baptized, so that he might shoulder
all the burden of all our sins, for on him was laid the iniquity of us all.

Yes, it is fitting, and it is fitting for this purpose: “To fulfill all righteousness.” By shouldering the burden
of our sins in his baptism, Jesus now begins to fulfill and complete and carry out God’s purpose and plan to save
and rescue and redeem his people. Since he was baptized for you, standing in for you, now he also goes forward
from the Jordan River to the cross, to die in your place.

At his baptism, Jesus begins his ministry, to make all things right once more. Jesus is baptized, to restore
the lost image of God to us, and clothe us in his righteousness, so that in him we might become the righteousness
of God.

And just as the Father voiced his approval of Christ at his baptism, so the Father will also approve of his
substitutionary death on the cross, when he raises his perfect Son from the dead on the third day.

And all of this now — God’s righteousness, Christ’s substitutionary death, his resurrection, God’s
forgiveness and eternal salvation — now all of it now gets delivered to you, applied to you, with your name on it,
in your baptism. In the waters of Holy Baptism you were joined to the Jesus who stood in the waters of the Jordan
and stood in your place on the cross.

When you were baptized, your sins were washed away. God sent his Holy Spirit down on you, and gave
you a new heart, and washed you clean. The Father’s voice came from heaven, declaring that you are his beloved
child.

Yes, dear Christian, through baptism, you are joined to Jesus, connected to Christ in his death and
resurrection, buried with him into death, and raised with him in his resurrection. Already you are a new creation.
Now you have a real purpose to your life, and you have bright eternal hope. Amen.

Now may the peace of God which passes all understanding guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus
to life everlasting. Amen.



