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Grace, mercy, and peace to you from God our Father and Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen. 

When God first created the heavens and the earth, his finishing touch was to make man and woman in his 

own image. He created Adam and Eve and blessed them in the garden and gave them to one another, perfectly 

complementary. It was not until this crowning act, the institution of marriage, that God called his creation very 

good. 

And so, since our Lord Jesus Christ is the Word by whom the heavens were made, and since he himself 

instituted and upholds marriage, since he created Adam and Eve for one another and blessed them, therefore he 

honors and sanctifies marriage by his first miracle at a wedding, to reveal his own perfect love for his Bride, the 

church. 

And Jesus’ wedding miracle is a miracle of joyful abundance. It heralds the beginning of a new creation, 

replacing this old, fallen, sinful creation. The heavenly bridegroom himself makes the mountains drip with sweet 

wine. Where there was no wine, he gives abundant wine. And not just ordinary wine, but the very best. For in 

Jesus, the best wine is saved until now. He gives it to us, his beloved Bride the church, to enjoy at his great 

wedding feast. 

And so it’s appropriate that in our churches, the wedding rite we use begins with an explanation of the 

blessings of marriage, and it mentions how our Lord Jesus manifested his glory for the first time in and through 

a wedding, by changing water into wine. 

The pastor says at the beginning of the wedding ceremony, “Dearly beloved, we are gathered here in the 

sight of God and before His Church to witness the union of this man and this woman in holy matrimony. This is 

an honorable estate instituted and blessed by God in Paradise, before humanity’s fall into sin. In marriage we see 

a picture of the communion between Christ and His bride, the Church. Our Lord blessed and honored marriage 

with His presence and first miracle at Cana in Galilee. This estate is also commended to us by the apostle Paul as 

good and honorable. Therefore, marriage is not to be entered into inadvisedly or lightly, but reverently, 

deliberately, and in accordance with the purposes for which it was instituted by God.” 

Yes, marriage is very good. It’s a good gift from God to be pursued and enjoyed. 

And yet in our day, marriage is despised. People turn away from it. Men avoid marriage because it’s a 

burden. They avoid attachment, like a ball and chain. And lately, more and more women reject marriage too. They 

don’t trust men, they refuse to commit themselves to a permanent relationship. They seek the independence of a 

career and freedom to do whatever they please apart from the bounds of marriage. 

And so we have an epidemic of loneliness, depression, and frustration in our society. 

But marriage is very good, created by God and instituted, as it says in our wedding rite, for three excellent 

reasons: 

First, says the pastor, “The union of husband and wife in heart, body, and mind is intended by God for the 

mutual companionship, help, and support that each person ought to receive from the other, both in prosperity and 

adversity.” What a blessing! So many young people today are lonely and isolated, with no one to rely on or turn 

to for companionship. It is not good for man to be alone. But marriage addresses this very problem.  What an 

excellent gift from God – a spouse you can rely on for encouragement, comfort, and help, to stay by your side 

through all the trials and hardships of life, so that you’re never alone. 

Second, the marriage rite continues, “Marriage was also ordained so that man and woman may find delight 

in one another.” And therefore, “All persons who marry shall take a spouse in holiness and honor, not in the 

passion of lust, for God has not called us to impurity but in holiness.” Yes, marriage is to find delight in one 

another, enjoying each other, physically and emotionally, drawing love and happiness from one another. So don’t 

move in together beforehand to test it out. Trust God that he will give you delight at the right place and time, as 

he has ordained it, in marriage. 

The third reason for marriage, says the rite, is this: “God also established marriage for the procreation of 

children who are to be brought up in the fear and instruction of the Lord so that they may offer Him their praise.” 

Yes, marriage goes hand in hand with having babies. It’s for the purpose of establishing families. Those who 
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marry ought to receive the children God gives them with joy, not reluctance. 

The world today embraces family planning and contraception, but that is not God’s plan for marriage. We 

are not the ones to decide how many children we should have or at what time, but we should trust in the Lord, 

always open to his gifts. God has established marriage for this purpose, to grant children and put them into a 

family where they will be cared for and nurtured. 

So these are the three reasons that God has established marriage: First, that husband and wife may find 

mutual companionship, second, that they may delight in one another, and third, for the procreation of children. 

These reasons are good, blessed by God in the Garden of Eden, and honored by Jesus, when he attended the 

wedding at Cana. 

May all young people recognize these blessings of marriage and seek after it as a holy and honorable 

estate. May the Lord grant a faithful spouse to all who seek one, and may he richly bless the marriages and families 

of our congregation. 

But Scripture has a great deal more to teach about marriage. Especially our epistle reading today from 

Ephesians 5, in its glorious revelation of Christian marriage. 

Paul writes, “Wives, submit to your own husbands, as to the Lord. For the husband is the head of the wife 

even as Christ is the head of the church, his body, and is himself its Savior. Now as the church submits to Christ, 

so also wives should submit in everything to their husbands.” 

Now, we recoil at this word, submit. Submit to your husband: that flies in the face of the independence 

we value. Women are taught to demand equality, to demand fairness in marriage and in society, equal status in 

everything. 

And yet, that is not how God has ordered marriage, it’s not his plan for it. God did not create men and 

woman to demand equality from each other. No, he created them to be complementary. They have different 

abilities, different emotional capacities, different strengths and weaknesses. Husband and wife are not identical, 

they fit together and fill up each other’s needs, whatever is lacking. 

As for submitting to your husband, this is not a horrible, oppressive thing, but a gracious thing. Marriage, 

remember, is a picture of Christ and the church, but is Christ a tyrant over the church? Does he make unreasonable 

demands? No, he never lords it over us. The church can do nothing for herself, Christ alone can save us. He is 

strong, and he joyfully does it all for us. 

So the church submits to Christ because she trusts him to care for her. She knows he will provide 

everything she needs, not lording it over her as a tyrant, but loving her and cherishing and nourishing her as a 

member of his own flesh. Jesus will always defend and comfort us, and restore and forgive us when we go astray. 

But wives, you know that your husband is a sinner. His love does not measure up to the love of Christ, 

that much is obvious to you. Yet you should still look at your husband as if you are looking at Christ, not because 

your husband is perfect, but because Jesus, who gave your husband to you, he is perfect. 

As for husbands, Ephesians says, “Love your wives, as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for 

her, that he might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of water with the word, so that he might 

present the church to himself in splendor, without spot or wrinkle or any such thing, that she might be holy and 

without blemish.” 

Husbands, this is your calling. You must love your wives as your own flesh, just as Christ loved the church 

and died for her. And your wives are certainly sinners too. They are not perfect, just as the church is imperfect. 

But Christ chose us in our rebellion and sin. He saw all our wickedness, and he still called us to be his bride 

because of his love and compassion. And he even gave himself up for us, dying for us on the cross, to atone for 

our sin. 

So also, husbands should daily put their wives first. Lay down your life for your wife, not only in the big 

impressive things but in the simple, small words and moments and chores. Put your wife first in all the decisions 

you make. 

And when you fail to love your wife as you ought, for certainly you will fail every day, then repent, seek 

forgiveness from God and from your wife, and strive to do better. 

As for divorce, this is absolutely contrary to God’s will, contrary to his institution of marriage. There are 

valid reasons for divorce in the Bible. It’s permitted for sexual immorality, and for abandonment. And yet, even 

if divorce might be permitted, it is never encouraged by God. God hates divorce. The Christian way is to repent, 

and forgive one another, and do everything possible to continue in marriage. 
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It’s all because marriage is a picture of the union between Christ and the church. Does Christ ever leave 

his church, despite her sin? No, he’s always faithful to her, always forgiving her and restoring her to himself in 

love and compassion. So since Jesus never sends us away, therefore divorce would indicate something false about 

Christ. It would suggest that Christ could leave and forsake his church for her sins. Yet he shall never do that. 

All these things our Lord Jesus reveals about marriage by his presence at the wedding at Cana. His blessing 

and his miracle of changing water into wine reveal that Jesus is looking forward to his own great marriage feast 

in his kingdom, when he will bring his bride, spotless and pure, washed clean in his blood to himself in heaven, 

to find delight in her forever, and to give her perfect consummation, peace, and comfort in him. 

This is the joyous promise to all the saints, to all of us who belong to the bride of Christ, members of his 

body, the church. We look forward to these things in heaven, and we enjoy them already, in the church, as we 

receive the body of Christ and drink the excellent wine of forgiveness he provides. For he has saved the best wine 

until now. Amen. 

Now may the peace of God which passes all understanding guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus 

to life everlasting. Amen. 


