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Grace, mercy, and peace to you from God our Father and Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen.

The Parable of the Sower is an exhortation and warning to us all, to cling tightly to the true word of Christ.
Jesus doesn’t want us to be like the ones on the path, who hear the word of God and receive his seed, yet whose
hearts are like hard-packed soil, so the seed isn’t covered up. Such people don’t understand the word, they don’t take
it in, and the seed lies out in the open. It’s exposed to the devil, who easily snatches it away, so they may not believe
and be saved.

And Jesus also doesn’t want our hearts to be like the rocky soil, like those who receive the word of God at
first with joy, but they have no root, so that in time of testing they fall away.

Nor does Jesus want our hearts to be thorny ground, like those who hear, but the word of God is choked out
by the cares and riches and pleasures of life, and their fruit does not mature.

Instead, Jesus wants us to have hearts made of rich, good soil — hearts which hear the word of God and hold
it fast in an honest and good heart, and bear abundant fruit with patience.

Now, it’s very frightening, when we hear this parable about the rocky soil, and the hard-beaten path, and the
thorn-choked ground. It makes us wonder in our hearts: What if that is me? What if I’'m going to fall away like that?
I'may be gladly hearing God’s word now, perhaps I believe in Jesus for the time being, but what if the devil gets me,
what if he snatches my faith away?

And this is a valid fear. Because the popular notion of “once saved, always saved” is false. Some people say
that true believers can never fall away. And if a person does fall away, that just proves he was never a true believer
in the first place. But sadly, Christians, believers, can fall away. The Holy Spirit can be resisted. There are many
who receive the seed of the word of God with joy, who truly and sincerely believe for a time, but in time of testing
they lose faith.

So no matter how strong we think our faith may be, we are not immune to stumbling. Peter and the disciples
all fell away, they turned away from Jesus when he was arrested, they forsook him and fled. Why should we do any
better, when our faith is tested?

So Jesus tells this parable in order to warn us. We need this reminder to wake us up, so that we cling tightly
to the good seed of the word, not growing weary or giving in to temptation.

Jesus wants you to examine yourself. Identify the rocks in your heart, the sins which harden your heart so
that the seed of God’s word cannot take root. If you are harboring anger or grudges against anyone, repent and
forgive. If you are taking someone’s words or actions in a bad light, repent and put the best construction on what
they say and do. Otherwise, your heart will become as hard as stone, lashing out in anger, refusing the gracious
Gospel.

And examine yourself, to identify the thorns in your life, whatever is distracting and choking out faith —
whatever is preventing you from hearing preaching and God’s word. And when you find those thorns, kill them. Cut
them out of your life. If you’re often too busy to sit down with your family to read the word of God and pray, then
cut back on your schedule. If you would rather scroll mindlessly on your phone than fulfill your vocations, then
discipline yourself. Or if your commitments are keeping you away from church on Sunday, then re-order your
priorities.

In all things, watch and pray and wrestle, because on our own, our sinful flesh cannot stand against the devil
and the world. Always turn to Christ in prayer, crying out to him for help. By his word alone, you can endure all the
devil’s attacks with patience. For as Jesus said, the good and honest heart bears fruit with patience.

So we should take warning. But we should also take heart.

Dear saints, do not be afraid of the devil’s attacks. Your Jesus is no mere sower who scatters his seed and
forgets about it, leaving it exposed and undefended. Your Jesus is the faithful farmer, the owner of the field. He gave
everything he had to buy this field, to purchase your hearts. He gave his lifeblood to purchase the church.

Therefore, Jesus never abandons the seed he sows. He tends and nourishes it day and night, he waters your
hearts and cultivates them in the sanctuary of the church, in order that you may bear abundant fruit.

To use another analogy, your Jesus is not a hireling, a careless shepherd who runs away and abandons the
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flock when the wolf approaches. No, he is the faithful shepherd of the sheep. He is vigilant, watching over his flock
the church day and night, to drive away the wolf and the prowling lion. He is faithful, for he himself laid down his
life for the sheep.

And because the Lord cares for the sheep, he also sends out sowers, preachers of the Gospel, pastors to scatter
the seed of his word in your hearts.

Pastors are commanded by Christ to liberally scatter the seed, to scatter the rich word of God everywhere,
into every kind of heart, without holding back. Because it’s true, human hearts are very weak, but the seed of God’s
word is far more powerful.

Each one of us is, at heart, like poor, packed-down, rocky, thorn-choked soil. But the word of God is strong.
His word endures forever, it never returns to him empty. It always accomplishes the purpose for which he sends it.

Like a powerful oak seed which sprouts in the crack of a concrete sidewalk, God’s word can sprout and grow
even in the worst conditions. In spite of us, God’s word can grow into a huge, spreading tree which breaks apart the
concrete sidewalk of our hard hearts and thrusts aside our unbelief. That is the powerful seed of the word which I’'m
privileged to sow in your hearts.

And pastors are also entrusted by Christ to shepherd and tend the souls under their care. This is what the great
pastor and apostle Saint Paul has in mind in our epistle reading today from 2 Corinthians, when he writes, “Apart
from other things, there is the daily pressure on me of my anxiety for all the churches. Who is weak, and I am not
weak? Who is made to fall, and [ am not indignant?”

And that’s just how I feel too, as your pastor. I grieve deeply whenever anyone falls, or leaves the church. I
love you all, I don’t want any one of you to be lost. I pray constantly for each of your souls, and for the straying
members of this congregation. For those who have fallen away, and for those who have not heard the Gospel. My
heart burns for all, that all may be saved.

So we pray for the church, and we pray for ourselves, and we pray for all our Christian brothers and sisters,
that our faith may not fail.

But we do not pray alone. Jesus himself is praying too, interceding for us, just as he prayed for Peter and all
the disciples. As he prayed to his Father on the night he was betrayed, praying for us, “I have given them the words
that you gave me, and they have received them and have come to know in truth that I came from you; and they have
believed that you sent me... Holy Father, keep them in your name, which you have given me, that they may be one,
even as we are one.”

And if you are afraid that you might someday fall away, remember this: You are baptized, baptized into the
death of Christ. In your baptism, the Triune God claimed you as his own, he put his seal on you.

And therefore, even though it is possible to resist the Holy Spirit — even though a baptized child of God can
even turn aside and reject the faith — yet it is absolutely impossible for the Good Shepherd to leave off pursuing and
chasing after and seeking out his straying sheep.

Christ will never turn away from us. Peter and the disciples all fell away, but Jesus graciously drew them
back and restored them in repentance and faith.

This is the wonderful, comforting doctrine of predestination. He who called you is faithful. He who began a
good work in you will surely see it through. For he knows his sheep. He calls them each by name, and not one of
them will be lost.

Yes, God chose us in Christ Jesus before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and blameless
before him. He predestined us for adoption to himself as sons through Jesus Christ. So do not be afraid, for you are
called by the name of Christ, sealed for salvation, through the redemption in his blood.

And have patience, come what may. Wait for the Lord. Do not be afraid, but trust him to bring you through.

Because your Lord Jesus himself is the one who shows great patience. He is patient with you and with all the
world, not wishing that any should perish, but that all should reach repentance.

He patiently endured the cross, despising its shame, to redeem our lost and fallen hearts.

And just as he was patient in the days of Noah, just as he was patient with the children of Israel, and with his
disciples, so he is also patient with us now. Thanks be to God, for his abundant patience, longsuffering, and mercy
toward us, however often we go astray!

Like a farmer who doesn’t give up, who replants and reseeds as needed, who digs up the rocks and cultivates
the soil, our patient God works tirelessly to ensure that his harvest of righteousness will not fail, but yield abundant
fruit.
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So what shall we say to all these things, when the church is attacked, when the devil snatches up God’s word,
when even believers fall away, so that we are filled with fear?

Perhaps there are no words more comforting for us to hear than the words of Saint Paul, in Romans chapter
8. “If God is for us, then who can be against us? He who did not spare his own Son but gave him up for us all, how
will he not also with him graciously give us all things? Christ Jesus is the one who died — more than that, who was
raised — who is at the right hand of God, who indeed is interceding for us. So who shall separate us from the love of
Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or danger, or sword? No, in all these
things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels
nor rulers, nor things present nor things to come, nor powers, nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation,
will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.” Amen.

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus, unto life
everlasting. Amen.



