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In the name of Jesus. Amen.

When Jesus spoke with the Canaanite woman, he let her become an example for us, to teach us what he
himself often taught: that we should always pray and not lose heart.

This is why Jesus seems to behave so badly toward the woman. He ignores her when she prays to him and
begs him to heal her daughter. Though she cries out again and again, “Have mercy on me, O Lord, Son of David;
my daughter is severely oppressed by a demon,” he answers her not a word.

And when the disciples grow impatient and annoyed, begging Jesus to send her away, he seems to agree
with them. He says, “I was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.” He’s saying he is the Jewish Messiah,
sent to redeem God’s chosen people, the Jews.

But even after such a harsh rejection, this woman still does not give up. She knows she’s unworthy of the
Lord’s help, that she’s a Gentile, not a Jew. Yet she comes and kneels before him, saying, “Lord, help me.”

Still, Jesus remains cold and distant. He says to her, “It is not right to take the children’s bread and throw
it to the dogs.” As in, “You are a dog, a Canaanite Gentile. The Jews are the children of God, why should I help
you?”

These harsh words seem so unlike the Jesus we thought we knew. Yet Jesus is not sinning. His words
seem cruel, but Jesus is not cruel. He is love. He has come to die on the cross to redeem not only the Jews, but
the whole world.

We need to understand that by his behavior, Jesus is testing this woman’s faith. He knows she will succeed.
He knows the word of God has taken deep root in her heart, she will stand firm. So his answers are intended to
draw from her a bold confession of faith. He speaks to her like this in order to make her a wonderful example for
us of persistent prayer, clinging to God and never giving up, calling out to him in every trouble, no matter what.

Any of us would have given up at this point, but the woman persists. She answers in words of tremendous
faith, “Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their masters’ table.” She’s saying, “Yes, [ know
I’'m an unworthy dog. I know I’m a Gentile. But even dogs like me get to eat the table scraps of your mercy.”

So at last Jesus exclaims, “O woman, great is your faith! Be it done for you as you desire.” And her
daughter is healed instantly. It’s all for our sake, so we might learn how to pray and bring our requests to God,
not giving up, but imitating the great faith of this Canaanite woman.

Elsewhere, in Luke 18, Jesus explicitly teaches the same thing: that we should always pray and not lose
heart. He says, “In a certain city there was a judge who neither feared God nor respected man. And there was a
widow in that city who kept coming to him and saying, ‘Give me justice against my adversary.” For a while he
refused, but afterward he said to himself, ‘Though I neither fear God nor respect man, yet because this widow
keeps bothering me, I will give her justice, so that she will not beat me down by her continual coming.”” And the
Lord said, “Hear what the unrighteous judge says. And will not God give justice to his elect, who cry to him day
and night? Will he delay long over them? I tell you, he will give justice to them speedily.”

Now, God is not at all like this unjust judge, who only gave the widow what she asked because she kept
bothering and pestering him. This judge only did the right thing to make her leave him alone. But God is a gracious
Father, who gladly gives his people what they ask. He is not irritated by our requests, and he is not a reluctant
giver.

Yet Jesus tells the story of the persistent widow and the unjust judge, to show that even if unbelieving,
hardhearted people will cave in and do the right thing when asked persistently, how much more will our God
gladly give us what we need?

And Jesus makes the same point yet again when he explains the Lord’s Prayer, in Luke 11. He says,
“Which of you who has a friend will go to him at midnight and say to him, ‘Friend, lend me three loaves, for a
friend of mine has arrived on a journey, and I have nothing to set before him’; and he will answer from within,
‘Do not bother me; the door is now shut, and my children are with me in bed. I cannot get up and give you
anything’? I tell you, though he will not get up and give him anything because he is his friend, yet because of his
impudence he will rise and give him whatever he needs.”
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So Jesus concludes, “Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened
to you. For everyone who asks receives, and the one who seeks finds, and to the one who knocks it will be opened.
What father among you, if his son asks for a fish, will instead of a fish give him a serpent; or if he asks for an
egg, will give him a scorpion? If you then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much
more will the heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!”

It’s the same point. If we, who are evil, still do the right thing for our children when they ask for food, and
if we, who are evil, still do the right thing for our neighbors, then how much more will our Father in heaven, who
is not evil but good and righteous — how much more will he gladly give us the Holy Spirit, and righteousness, and
faith, along with everything else we need in body and soul?

And how much more will the Son, our gracious brother who took on human flesh and loved us and died
for us, how much more will our good Savior hear our prayers and intercede for us before his Father in heaven?
Just as he heard the prayer of Canaanite woman on behalf of her daughter, and gave her exactly what she asked,
healing her daughter from the demon.

The point is that we should not give up hope. When we feel that God has turned away from us, when we
feel that he isn’t listening or that he’s even rejected our prayers, it’s not true. We may think God has turned against
us. It certainly may seem that way, just like it seemed like Jesus had rejected and turned away from the Canaanite
woman. But that is not our gracious Father’s heart. No, he loves our prayers. Sometimes he is silent, sometimes
he makes us wait, sometimes he even says no. But we must understand that it’s always for our own sake, to
strengthen our faith in him, so we may learn to keep asking and praying, and turning to him for help.

So whatever you are praying for, don’t give up. Your God is not an unjust judge or a grudging neighbor.
Your God is not cold and distant. No, your God is a compassionate, generous Father, who has baptized you and
put his name on you and claimed you as his child. Therefore, he invites you to boldly and confidently call upon
him in every trouble. And he will surely give you what is good, so that in the end you will thank and praise him
for his perfect gifts.

So if you are not praying, start praying now. Because God has commanded you to pray, and it’s for your
own good, that you may learn to trust in him.

And if you don’t know how to pray, or if you don’t know the right words, or if you don’t think it will do
any good, stop making excuses. Pray without ceasing, knowing that the prayer of a righteous man — the prayer of
one clothed in the righteous blood of Jesus — the prayer of a righteous man avails much.

Like Jacob, wrestling with God all night long, do not be afraid to hold God to his promises. Seek his help,
and cling to him, until you obtain a blessing from him.

So, what are you praying for?

Are you like the Canaanite woman, praying for a loved one, a mother praying for her daughter, severely
oppressed by a demon? The devil is at work in so many hearts. Drunkenness and rebellion, anger and depression,
to name just a few. It’s painful to watch someone we love, attacked by these things. We feel helpless, but we can
cry to the Lord for help. For Jesus has promised that not one of his sheep will be lost. He knows his sheep, he
calls them each by name, and brings them home. At just a single word from his mouth, the demons scatter in
terror.

Or perhaps you are praying for yourself. Do your sins overwhelm you? Are you discouraged? Then call
on your merciful God, who gave his only Son into death for you, to cover all your sins. Remember that even the
dogs eat the crumbs that fall from the master’s table. Christ died even for you. And you are not dogs, you are
children. You are invited to sit at the master’s table, and eat and drink the rich feast he’s prepared for you here:
his true body and blood, shed for you for the forgiveness of all your sins.

Or perhaps you are praying for the world, worried about the future and alarmed by the wars and rumors
of wars everywhere — events in Iran and the Middle East, Ukraine and elsewhere. But all things are in the hands
of Christ. So do not fear. Pray for the peace of Jerusalem. For Christ has promised that he himself is our peace,
and in his heavenly kingdom all wars shall cease.

Or perhaps you are praying for the church. The church throughout the world is scattered and broken, often
corrupted by false teaching. Congregations are struggling, and the pure preaching of the Gospel is rare. Yet Christ
has promised that he is the rock foundation of the church, he is the cornerstone. He will build his church, and the
gates of hell shall never prevail against it.
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So pray to the Father, in the name of the Son. Pray in your weakness, confessing your sin and
unworthiness, like the Canaanite woman who freely admitted she was a dog, unworthy of the Lord’s help.

But pray persistently, without hesitation. Remember that, “since we have been justified by faith, we have
peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. Through him we have also obtained access by faith into this grace
in which we stand, and we rejoice in hope of the glory of God.” We have access, access to God, through our Lord
Jesus Christ, because he died for our justification. In Christ our elder brother, we are invited to call upon our
Father in heaven by faith, not on the basis of our own worthiness, but on the basis of his merits and his worthiness.
He is truly worthy, and he loves us and intercedes for us before the Father.

Therefore, when we suffer in this life, when it feels like God has forgotten us, when he doesn’t answer,
when things get worse and worse, still we do not despair. No, “we rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that suffering
produces endurance, and endurance produces character, and character produces hope, and hope does not put us
to shame, because God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us.”
That is very comforting. The Lord bless you all. Amen.

Now may the peace of God which passes all understanding guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus,
unto life everlasting. Amen.



