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In the name of Jesus. Amen. 

In Lent, our Gospel readings so far have all dealt with Christ driving out demons. Two weeks ago, when 

Jesus was tempted in the wilderness, he rebuked the devil, “Be gone, Satan!” Then again last week, he drove out 

a demon from the Canaanite woman’s daughter, with a single word. And now today, our Lord casts out a demon 

from a man who was mute. 

But this time, when the mute man speaks, some bystanders – Matthew tells us they were Pharisees – some 

bystanders accuse Jesus of being in league with Satan. They say, “He casts out demons by Beelzebul, the prince 

of demons.” 

What a blasphemous accusation! Anyone who accuses our Lord Jesus of such wickedness must not believe 

he is the Son of God. Such a person must himself be in league with Satan. 

It’s the classic finger-pointing of our sinful human nature. The Pharisees are projecting. They’re accusing 

Jesus of what’s actually true about themselves. They themselves are the ones obedient to Satan, they themselves 

will soon crucify the Lord of Glory. 

As for their suggestion that Jesus casts out demons by the prince of demons, it doesn’t even make sense. 

If Satan is divided against himself, how will his kingdom stand? So no, it’s not by the power of darkness, it’s not 

by Beelzebul that Christ drives out demons. It is certainly by the finger of God. 

But what about this strange name for Satan, Beelzebul? In the Old Testament, Beelzebul is mentioned as 

one of the Philistine gods. The name means, “Lord of the Flies”. Similarly, the Egyptians also worshipped a fly 

goddess, who manifested herself as a blood-sucking gadfly. 

These nations called on such gods because flies are relentless and powerful, especially when they attack 

in swarms. Flies are persistent and irritating; their continual buzzing and biting wears us down. Alone, a single 

fly is not very impressive or frightening, but a whole swarm can drive us insane. 

So if Satan is the Lord of the Flies, that means his power is found in swarms of small, nuisance flies, all 

attacking together to harass and overwhelm us and drag us down. If he can help it, Satan prefers not to expose 

himself outright. He avoids obvious demon possession. He wants to work more subtly, with swarms of little 

attacks, playing on our human nature, taking advantage of our weaknesses. 

One of the chief flies in Beelzebul’s swarm is habits of laziness. The devil drags us slowly down, by 

getting us into routines which pull us away from the word of God and the church. Missing church for a week or 

two probably won’t hurt you, but that can easily turn into a consistent habit. And it’s very hard to get back into 

the good discipline of hearing God’s word, once you’ve let it slide. 

So laziness and apathy set in. Which leads to another fly which attacks us daily: impatience. We find 

ourselves always looking forward to the next exciting thing, the next vacation, the next high point in life. We’re 

dissatisfied, discontent. We wish we could move on from the tiresome daily grind, from this job or relationship, 

on to something better. The grass is always greener on the other side. So we turn away from the good vocations 

God has given us here and now. 

Yet another fly in Beelzebul’s swarm is frustration and irritation. When we’re annoyed with someone for 

a long time, the anger festers inside us and consumes us. What could have been resolved quickly by a simple 

conversation and apology becomes overblown and exaggerated in our hearts, until it ruins relationships, darkens 

our hearts, and hinders our prayers. 

Still another fly is distraction. Distractions like the internet, and the media we consume. How much time 

do we waste each day online? And how much does it influence us, shaping the way we think and speak, not 

according to Godly virtues, but according to the ways of the world? Is the media you consume really God-pleasing 

and edifying? And how much needless fear and anxiety do we bring upon ourselves? We constantly refresh the 

news for updates, we constantly check to see what people are saying about us. Truly, the internet has created a 

terrible epidemic of anxiety and depression, and Satan loves it. 

Another fly is fear. Fear of what other people will think of us. It that leads to timidity and silence. Satan 

wants to silence us, and stifle God’s word, and frighten us by the world’s threats, so that we keep us quiet about 

the evil world all around us. We should boldly denounce the devil and the world, calling sinners to repentance, 
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shining the light of Christ on the works of darkness. But instead, the church has largely become mute. We are like 

the mute man in the gospel reading, possessed by a demon, unable to speak, afraid to confront the world and call 

out the devil for his lies. We need Jesus to come and open our tongues, so we may speak the truth, without fear 

of this world or its prince. 

Remember that by all these subtle, relentless, swarming attacks – and many more like them that we aren’t 

even aware of – the Lord of the Flies is seeking to get hold of you, to gain possession of your mind and soul. And 

he is very strong. Against him you cannot stand. 

Defend us, O Lord God, we pray! Drive back these swarms, drive out the demons! We need an exorcism!  

Thanks be to God, that he executed judgment on the Lord of the Flies through the hand of Moses and 

Aaron, when he struck the land of Egypt with a plague of flies. It was a picture of the final, complete and utter 

judgment he executed on Satan, when our Lord Jesus Christ put to death the power of death, by his holy death on 

the cross. 

Christ, the stronger man, fully armed, stormed the devil’s castle, to deliver us from the evil one. When he 

became incarnate, he invaded the domain of darkness, he entered this darkened world to overcome the devil and 

plunder his house and seize us for himself. 

Here, Christ submitted to every possible attack and temptation. He let the whole horde of hell have its way 

with him. He let the flies bite and sting, he let them nail him to the cross. But our Lord, the stronger man, was 

fully armed. The devil’s attacks could not overwhelm him. He never lashed out in anger, he bore it all with quiet 

patience. He sought no other alternative, but fulfilled his calling and vocation. He knew when to be silent, and 

when to speak boldly. And he let no distraction turn him from his resolute purpose, to suffer in our place. So the 

Lord of the Flies did his worst. The strong man, the devil, spent and wasted all his power on the stronger man, 

Jesus Christ, until he had nothing left. 

Thus the Lord of Glory overcame all the devil’s power, once for all, by his mighty death and resurrection. 

He destroyed the devil’s swarms, all so that the kingdom of God might come to you. It was all so the Son of God 

might touch you with his finger, the finger of God, the Holy Spirit, and cast out the demons out from your heart. 

Yes, each one of you has gone through an exorcism, when you were baptized. At your baptism, the pastor 

asked you if you renounce the devil and all his works and all his ways. And he spoke the exorcism over you, 

“Depart, O unclean spirit, and make room for the Holy Spirit.” 

And then he baptized you with water, in the name of the Triune God, to wash and purify the cesspool of 

your heart. So the Lord Jesus Christ, before whom all the demons flee in terror, the stronger man stormed your 

heart and seized it for his own. 

Now you are possessed in a good way. Possessed by God. You belong to him. The finger of God has 

touched you, the Holy Spirit speaks in and through you. Buried with Christ through baptism into his death, your 

old, demon-possessed human nature has been put to death, drowned and overthrown. Your heart is swept clean 

and put in order. The devil may still attack you with myriad swarms of flies, but with the Holy Spirit in your heart, 

no evil can enter. 

And yet, in our gospel reading today, Jesus has a stern warning, a warning for all of us Christians from 

whom the demons have been cast out. He says, “When the unclean spirit has gone out of a person, it passes 

through waterless places seeking rest, and finding none it says, ‘I will return to my house from which I came.’ 

And when it comes, it finds the house swept and put in order. Then it goes and brings seven other spirits more 

evil than itself, and they enter and dwell there. And the last state of that person is worse than the first.” 

The point is: Our hearts will always be occupied by someone – either by demons, or by the Holy Spirit. 

So now that we’re cleansed through the water of baptism and possessed by the God, our hearts have become an 

even greater target for Satan and all his swarms. 

That is why the Holy Spirit has given you the means of grace, baptism and confession and the Lord’s 

Supper. These are the ways he wants to strengthen you against the devil, and occupy your heart, to protect and 

keep you. 

Therefore, lest the old demons who once inhabited your heart return to their old house, you need to be 

continually returning to the Lord of Life, refreshing yourself in the living water of his word, confessing your sins, 

receiving absolution, and gathering together with the communion of saints to eat and drink his body and blood. 

These are the daily exorcisms you need, to strengthen faith and keep the devil at bay. 

This is how you remain in the Holy Spirit, and the Holy Spirit remains in you, so your heart is always 
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occupied and guarded, so no demons can ever return and find your heart swept clean, put in order, and undefended. 

So stand firm. With the Holy Spirit in your heart, strong and secure in the word of God and his holy 

sacraments – since the finger of God has touched, tracing his holy cross upon your forehead and your heart, Satan 

has no power over you. 

You belong to Christ, you are possessed by God. The strong name of the Trinity has been invoked over 

you. By the power of Christ’s incarnation, by his cross of death for your salvation, and by his bursting from the 

spiced tomb, you stand secure. 

The Triune God watches over you day and night. His might protects you, his hand goes before you, to 

shield and guide. Against the demon snares of sin, against all vice and temptation, against all natural human lust 

and every hostile foe, few or many, far or near, in every place and in all hours, you belong to the Holy Powers. 

Amen. 

Now may the peace of God which passes all understanding guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus, 

unto life everlasting. Amen. 


