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In the name of Jesus. Amen. 

Shortly before Jesus fed the five thousand, he was confronted by the Jews, who rejected him and refused 

to believe in him. Jesus answered them, “You search the Scriptures because you think that in them you have 

eternal life; and it is they that bear witness about me, yet you refuse to come to me that you may have life.” 

The Jews were right to search through all the Scriptures of the Old Testament, looking for truth and eternal 

life. They were right to study the Old Testament diligently. But sadly, they were blind to everything the Old 

Testament taught. They were blind to the Truth Incarnate, Jesus himself, standing before them, to whom Moses 

and all the Scriptures bore witness. And sadly, the Jews to this day are still blind. Except for a very small remnant, 

the people of Israel still reject Jesus as their Messiah and their God. 

So Jesus told them, “Do not think that I will accuse you to the Father. There is one who accuses you: 

Moses, on whom you have set your hope. For if you believed Moses, you would believe me; for he wrote of me. 

But if you do not believe his writings, how will you believe my words?” 

Then and now, the Jews set their hope on Moses, the lawgiver. They thought that by keeping the Law of 

Moses, they could obtain eternal life. But they did not understand Moses, or believe his words. They did not 

realize that Moses gave us the Law to convict us of our sin, and drive us to repentance, and teach us that we need 

a better covenant than the Law to obtain eternal life. 

It was Moses himself who said to the people, near the end of his life, “The Lord your God will raise up 

for you a prophet like me from among you, from your brothers – it is to him you shall listen.” For God had said 

to Moses, “I will raise up for them a prophet like you from among their brothers. And I will put my words in his 

mouth, and he shall speak to them all that I command him. And whoever will not listen to my words that he shall 

speak in my name, I myself will require it of him.” 

This prophet like Moses – he is Jesus. His words are life and truth. We must listen to him. Jesus is like 

Moses, but he far surpasses Moses. For he is not merely a new lawgiver, a new Moses. He fulfills the entire Law. 

He completed the Law on our behalf, and satisfied all its righteous demands, and suffered its death penalty, in our 

place, for our sin, all to establish a new covenant in his blood. “To him all the prophets bear witness that everyone 

who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.”  

So how tragic, that the Jews still desire to remain under the Law! And not only the Jews, but Gentiles also. 

We’re all just as guilty. It’s human nature. We all want to prove our worth to God, and hold up our obedience and 

good works before him, as if we could earn his favor. 

So in the epistle reading today, from Galatians 4, Saint Paul is forced to confront the Gentile Christians in 

Galatia, reminding them of their freedom in the Gospel. 

The Galatians had been turning to circumcision, trying to obey the whole ceremonial Jewish Law in order 

to be saved. But Paul reminds them that under the Law, seeking salvation by obeying God’s rules, there is no 

freedom. That way only leads to slavery and sin, pride and despair. Paul asks them, “Tell me, you who desire to 

be under the Law, do you not listen to the Law?” For the Old Testament itself reveals that salvation cannot come 

through the Law. 

Paul explains, “For it is written that Abraham had two sons, one by a slave woman and one by a free 

woman.” Paul is talking about Ishmael and Isaac, the two sons of Abraham in Genesis. Ishmael was born first, 

but he was born to Hagar, Sarah’s slave. It was because Abraham and Sarah, in their sinful unbelief, doubted that 

God could possibly give Sarah a son, old and barren as she was. So Abraham took Hagar and had a son by her. 

Yet Ishmael was not the son of God’s promise. He was conceived in rebellion and unbelief, in slavery to 

sin. Paul says, “The son of the slave – Ishmael – was born according to the flesh, while the son of the free woman 

– Isaac – was born through promise.” 

Yet in spite of Abraham’s unbelief and sin, God’s promise was fulfilled, exactly as he said. Fourteen years 

later, Isaac the promised son was miraculously born to Sarah, even though she was 90 years old, and Abraham 

was 100. Thus God proved his faithfulness and established the line of the Messiah, the line of freedom. Freedom 

from sin and unbelief, freedom to live before God, not as slaves, but as sons, adopted in Jesus Christ. 
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So Saint Paul unpacks and explains this story of Hagar and Sarah. He writes, “Now this may be interpreted 

allegorically: these women are two covenants. One is from Mount Sinai, bearing children for slavery; she is 

Hagar. Now Hagar is Mount Sinai in Arabia; she corresponds to the present Jerusalem, for she is in slavery with 

her children. But the Jerusalem above is free, and she is our mother.” 

Hagar and Sarah represent two covenants – the old covenant of the Law under Moses, and its slavery, 

compared to the new covenant of the Gospel under Jesus Christ, and his perfect freedom. 

Hagar represents Mount Sinai, where Moses received the Ten Commandments. Her children are all who 

cling to the Law of Moses, thinking that by keeping the Law they will obtain eternal life. Such people belong to 

the Jerusalem below, the earthly Israel, along with all who reject the Messiah and trust in their own good works. 

These children of Hagar are slaves, slaves to their own pride and desires. They think they know better 

than God. They reject his gifts and grumble against him. Even though God sends them good gifts of quail and 

manna, they despise it and take it for granted. For they don’t trust God to faithfully provide everything they need. 

Instead, they hoard up manna for themselves. 

Hagar’s children do not rest on the Sabbath day and pause to hear God’s word, because they think they 

need to be working hard all the time to survive. Nor do they desire the good Sabbath rest God has promised in 

the Holy Land. They only wish they could go back to Egypt, back to the house of slavery, because they are 

children of the slave woman, and they belong to her. 

This describes the children of Israel with Moses in the wilderness, and it describes the Jews in Jesus’ day, 

as well as the Gentiles in Galatia, who thought they had to obey the whole Law to be saved. And if we’re honest, 

it also describes each one of us, according to our sinful human nature, when we expect God’s approval for our 

good deeds. By clinging to our works, we reveal that we are children of the slave woman, under the old covenant, 

still in bondage to sin. 

Yet that is not who we are called to be. We are not called to slavery, but to freedom. For freedom Christ 

has set you free. Do not submit again to a yoke of slavery. 

We belong to the Jerusalem from above, to the church, and she is our mother. We belong to the true Israel, 

the Israel of God, along with all who believe in Christ and hope in his salvation. By faith alone, we are counted 

as offspring of God’s promise. 

So Paul says, “Now you, brothers, like Isaac, are children of promise. But just as at that time he who was 

born according to the flesh – Ishmael – persecuted him who was born according to the Spirit – Isaac – so also it 

is now.” Because in Genesis, Ishmael scoffed at Isaac, pridefully looking down on him. Like the Pharisees, who 

despised the repentant tax collectors and sinners. So also, the children of slavery who think of themselves as 

righteous and think they’re keeping the Law always despise those who repent and meekly confess their sin. 

But we set our hope on the things above, on our eternal inheritance, and on Christ, the mediator of a new 

and better covenant. He is as much superior to Moses as a son is superior to a slave.  

Moses brought the people out of Egypt after the Passover, by the blood of the Passover lambs. But our 

Savior brings us out of slavery to sin and death, by becoming for us the perfect Passover lamb, the Lamb of God. 

Jesus was slaughtered in our place at the time of the Passover, so that his sprinkled blood might cover us, in order 

that God’s destroying angel might pass us over and let us live. 

And Moses brought the people to Mount Sinai, a desolate mountain in the wilderness, to give them the 

Ten Commandments. But our Savior fulfilled all the commandments, and he brings us to a mountain where, as it 

says in the Gospel reading, there was much grass. For he is the Good Shepherd, who brings us to good pasture, 

in the church, where he abundantly feeds his sheep. 

And Moses gave the people manna to eat in the wilderness, manna which lasted only a single day before 

it bred worms and stank. It was a good gift, but the people despised it. They did not trust God, and so they died 

in the wilderness, wandering for forty years. Yet Jesus our Savior gives us better manna, manna which never goes 

bad, perfect bread of life which never fails. 

Jesus himself is the bread of life. His words are life, for we do not live by bread alone, but by every word 

that comes from his holy mouth. Here in the church, Jesus feeds us abundantly, with spiritual food of perfect 

salvation, his true body and blood, given and shed for us. 

And when the world mocks and scorns us, when the children of the slave woman persecute the children 

of promise, then Jesus defends and comforts us. He casts out the sons of the slave woman, assuring us that the 

inheritance is ours. 
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Sadly, the five thousand who ate our Lord’s miraculous, abundant bread when he fed them that day on the 

mountain did not understand. They remained children of Hagar, blind in their unbelief, clinging to their slavery. 

When they saw the miracle, they tried to take Jesus by force to make him king. For they thought he was just 

another Moses, one to feed them with everything their flesh desired. 

But as for us, let us cast off the slave woman and her son. Cast off your old human nature, which always 

seeks to be under the Law, enslaved to the desires of the flesh. Cast it all aside, and turn to Jesus, the true son of 

promise. Receive from him the living bread of life, and listen to every word he speaks, establishing a new covenant 

for you in his body and blood. 

Come, eat the abundant manna Jesus gives, the true bread of life from heaven, bread which truly satisfies 

and makes you whole, the life-giving bread of his own body. For he has promised, “Unless you eat the flesh of 

the Son of Man and drink his blood, you have no life in you. Whoever feeds on my flesh and drinks my blood has 

eternal life, and I will raise him up on the last day. For my flesh is true food, and my blood is true drink.” 

Eat his flesh and drink his blood. This is the joyous new covenant in his blood, a covenant which does not 

depend on your efforts or obedience, but only on Christ and his saving work. 

Rejoice, and break forth, and cry aloud, for you are children of promise, born according to the spirit, 

adopted as sons of God. You are free, the Scriptures are open to you, and eternal life is yours. Amen. 

Now may the peace of God which passes all understanding guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus, 

unto life everlasting. Amen. 


