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In the name of Jesus. Amen. 

Today the heat is turned up. Lent has reached its climax. Holy Week is just ahead. And the bitter struggle 

between death and life, good and evil, God and Satan, the struggle has now reached fever pitch. So the intensity 

is palpable, as the hostile confrontations between the Jews and our Lord grow more and more bitter. 

Already they have rejected him, accusing Jesus of being in league with Satan, of casting out demons by 

the prince of demons. Already they are seeking to kill him, not because of any evil he has done, but because he is 

calling God his own Father, making himself equal to God. 

Yet today, it gets even worse. For these Jews who hate Jesus claim to be believers, children of God, 

children of Abraham. But they do not share Abraham’s faith. So Jesus must expose their unbelief. He says to 

them, “If you were Abraham’s children, you would be doing the works Abraham did, but now you seek to kill 

me, a man who has told you the truth that I heard from God. This is not what Abraham did. You are doing the 

works your father did.” 

And what were the works Abraham did? Works of faith. Works like obeying God, and offering his only 

son Isaac, on Mount Moriah, because he trusted that God would provide a lamb for the burnt offering. Abraham’s 

actions all flowed from faith. They were evidence of his faith in God’s promises, faith which was credited to him 

as righteousness. 

But the Jews do no such works, for they have no such faith. Their faith is not in God’s promises, but in 

their own works. And so they are still in their sins. They do not do the works of God, but they do the works of 

their father. “If God were your Father, you would love me,” Jesus says, “For I came from God and I am here. 

You are of your father the devil, and your will is to do your father’s desires. He was a murderer from the beginning, 

and does not stand in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he lies, he speaks out of his own character, 

for he is a liar and the father of lies. But because I tell the truth, you do not believe me.” 

These Jews are liars and murderers, like their father the devil. But the Son of God is truth and life. So 

Jesus tells them the truth of eternal life. He holds out, even now, the promise of the gospel for them. Even now 

he still wants them to believe and be saved, and live forever in his kingdom. He says, “Truly, truly, I say to you, 

if anyone keeps my word, he will never see death.” 

What a joyous, lovely promise. You will never see death. This is the promise of Easter, our great hope, 

eternal life with God forever. Anyone who is of God would rejoice in these words and cling to them. But the Jews 

reject these words, and ridicule the one who speaks them. 

The Jews reply, “Now we know that you have a demon! Abraham died, as did the prophets, yet you say, 

‘If anyone keeps my word, he will never taste death.’ Are you greater than our father Abraham, who died? And 

the prophets died! Who do you make yourself out to be?” 

Who are you, Jesus? That is the central question of faith. Is he the only-begotten Son of God, the Messiah, 

the Lord of glory? Is he truly the second person of the Trinity, God incarnate, come down to earth? Or is he 

merely a man, a wise teacher, a good example, and nothing more? 

Jesus will not answer. He will not tell them who he is. He will not claim anything for himself or glorify 

himself or testify about himself. Instead, he points to the testimony of God the Father, and the testimony of 

Scripture, and the testimony of their ancestor Abraham, who believed in him. “Your father Abraham rejoiced that 

he would see my day. He saw it and was glad.” 

But the Jews only laugh. They revile Jesus. “You are not yet fifty years old, and have you seen Abraham?” 

Abraham lived two thousand years ago. Did he see you? Did you see him? Were you alive in his time? 

The answer is: Yes. Jesus replies, “Truly, truly, I say to you, before Abraham was, I am.” 

I am. I am Yahweh, the self-existing one, the one who was and is and is to come. I am the second person 

of the Trinity, God incarnate as true man. Yes, I appeared to Abraham, for I am the God of Abraham, and the 

God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob. 

I am the living one, and in me is life. The patriarchs who put their faith in me, though they died, yet in me 

they live forever. For I am not the God of the dead, but I am the God of the living. 
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Yes, says Jesus, Abraham rejoiced to see my day, he saw it and was glad. For when I tested him, when I 

called to him and commanded him to sacrifice his only son Isaac to me as a burnt offering, he did not hesitate. 

He listened to my voice. He took Isaac and went to the land of Moriah. 

He did not hesitate, because he believed my promise of eternal life, that if anyone keeps my word, he will 

never see death. That is why Abraham told the two young men, “Stay here with the donkey; I and the boy will go 

over there and worship and come again to you.” 

We will come again to you, he said. Isaac and I. Both of us. We are both going away to offer a sacrifice, 

and we will both come back. For although Abraham was going to slaughter his son, he knew God could raise him 

from the dead, so that both of them would return, alive and well. 

So Jesus tells the Jews, “Abraham rejoiced to see me day, he saw it and was glad.” For in that day, on 

Mount Moriah, Abraham saw Christ himself, God the Son. Christ is the one who called to him from out of heaven, 

“Do not lay your hand on the boy or do anything to him.” And Christ is the ram caught in the thicket, which 

Abraham rejoiced to see, which he took and offered in Isaac’s place. On that day, Abraham saw Christ. 

For on Mount Moriah, the Lord provided a lamb, offered up in Isaac’s place. And so from afar, Abraham 

saw what would happen, two thousand years later on that same mountain, Mount Moriah, where Jerusalem was 

later built. He saw the Father providing a perfect sacrifice, God slaughtering his beloved only-begotten Son, the 

Lamb of God, on the altar of a cross, in his place, so that by faith in this holy Lamb, we might never see death. 

This is what Jesus is saying. And the Jews understand exactly what he means, and they hate him for it. 

They know Jesus is claiming to be God, they know he means he is eternal, yet in their blind rage and unbelief, 

they are sure he’s speaking blasphemy, plain and simple. So they pick up stones to throw at him. Yet Jesus hides 

himself and goes out of the temple. 

Grant us eyes of faith, O God, eyes like Abraham, who saw the day of Christ and was glad. Take away 

our blind eyes of unbelief, lest we murder your Son like the Jews murdered him, lest we crucify again the Lord 

of glory in our hearts by rejecting his word. 

Apart from your saving work, we too are children of our father the devil, blind, dead, and enemies of God. 

But we pray, holy Father, teach us to honor your Son in our hearts. Make us honor him, by keeping his word, and 

believing all his promises, and obeying his commandments. Make us honor him, by confessing our sins, and 

repenting of our way of life, our bitterness toward you and toward one another. 

Teach us to honor him, Jesus, by putting our faith in him, and holding fast to his words in these coming 

days of Holy Week, as he rides into Jerusalem, our humble king, and as he prays for us in the garden. Make us 

look to him in faith, as he is betrayed into the hands of sinful men, as he stands before Pontius Pilate, and is 

handed over to be mocked and spit upon and crucified, all in love for us, the Lamb of God, crucified in our place. 

For he will not honor or glorify himself, but on the third day, you, O heavenly Father, you will glorify 

him, you will raise him from the dead, never to die again, and give to him authority to raise us also on the last 

day. Then we will live in his kingdom forever, and never taste death. Amen. 

Now may the peace of God which passes all understanding guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus, 

unto life everlasting. Amen. 


