
1  

St Paul’s Lutheran Church (Latimer, IA) 

The Resurrection of Our Lord – April 5, 2026 

Mark 16:1-8 – Jesus is Alive 

Rev Peter Wagner 

 

Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia! Amen. 

Jesus is alive, never to die again! The tomb is empty – and our joy has no bounds. 

They thrust a spear into his side to make sure he was really dead. Then they took him down from the cross 

and put him in a grave, guarded by soldiers, sealed shut. But the grave could not contain him. Now he bursts out, 

brimming with life, dazzling in victory, never to die again. 

Today is the dawn of a new creation, a new era, an eternal era of life and hope and joy, which can never 

be destroyed. 

When God created the old creation, it was all very good, but the good things lasted only for the briefest 

moment, before all was corrupted, before sin entered the world, and death through sin. 

But now in this new creation, on this new day, the Creator himself has borne all our sin and endured death 

for us, to banish sin and death forever. Therefore the good things will never fail again. This new creation is perfect, 

the new heavens and the new earth in the victorious Jesus can never be corrupted or destroyed, ever again. 

And we have a place in this new creation. We belong to heaven! Buried with Christ through baptism into 

his mighty death, we are also raised with him to inherit his kingdom forever. 

Death? It doesn’t matter. Death? Its power is broken. Yes, our bodies will still die in this old creation, we 

get weaker every day. Sin keeps harassing us. Troubles rage all around us. Turmoil and bitterness, discouragement 

and bad news. But let them all come. They have no hold on us. 

Jesus is alive, and that is all that matters. Jesus is alive, and nothing can snatch us from his hand. Jesus is 

alive, and we are free. Free from the stranglehold of sin, free from this body of death, free from all the fear of 

hell. Nothing can drag us down, nothing can harm us or bring us to despair. Nothing whatsoever in all creation 

can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus, because we belong to the new creation, the new day. 

This old flesh is passing away. This old creation is ready to be destroyed with fire. But we have no fear! 

We are citizens of the true and better city, we have a place in the eternal life to come. 

Those who have gone before us – the saints triumphant – see it already. Those who died in Christ already 

see him shining in his glory. They see Jesus alive, with their own eyes. We who are left, here in this old, dying 

world, we already know it too. We know Jesus is alive by faith, we participate in all the heavenly joy, here in the 

church, when we gather around the altar with angels and archangels and all the company of heaven, worshipping 

and praising the Lamb who was slain from before the foundation of the world, because Jesus is alive. 

Jesus is alive. Do you believe it? Do you know that it’s true! Yes, you do! 

You can confidently say with the Job and with all the saints of all the ages, trembling with joy amid all 

the sorrow of this broken world, “I know that my Redeemer lives, and at the last he will stand upon the earth. 

And after my skin has been thus destroyed, yet in my flesh I shall see God, whom I shall see for myself, and my 

eyes shall behold, and not another.” 

You know it, because you believe the words of Scripture. You trust the words written in the book, written 

with an iron pen and lead on the rock forever, words that are trustworthy and true. The word of the Lord stands 

forever, the word that Jesus is alive. The word of the Lord stands forever, the word that death is swallowed up in 

victory. The word of the Lord stands forever, the word that he is risen; he is not here, the tomb is empty. 

Alleluia! Praise him all you heavenly hosts, praise him sun and moon, praise him forever, for the 

trustworthy word of God, the words of Scripture that you believe, the rock foundation of your faith. 

You know that Jesus is alive, according to the Scriptures. And therefore, you are free, you are forgiven. 

You have life forever in his glorious name. 

And oh what joy! Because he lives, therefore you too, after you die, you will one day stand on your feet, 

alive, never to die again. You will see God with your own eyes. 

Because Jesus is alive, because he’s cancelled all your debt of sin, you know that death has no more power 

over you. Because you are buried with Christ through baptism into his death, you know that you will also rise 

with him and live with him forever. 
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But sometimes, it’s hard to believe. Have you ever seen Jesus alive? Were you there on Easter morning, 

when the stone rolled back from the tomb? Did you hear the angel say, “He is risen”? 

And how about this earthly life? It’s hard. Suffering and trouble all around us. Sin and turmoil. Disease 

and discouragement. The Christian life is a life of trial and grief, in this vale of tears. If Jesus is really alive, we 

often wonder, if he’s really in control, then how can he let all this happen to us? 

So doubts creep in. Maybe it’s not true. Maybe Jesus is not alive. Maybe it was all a fairytale. Wishful 

thinking. After all, what proof do we really have? 

Dear friends. Do not be discouraged. Do not doubt, not for an instant. It is true, Jesus is alive. 

There are many proofs, many reasons to believe that Jesus is alive, just as he said, just as the Scriptures 

foretold. 

So today, on this joyous morning, let’s consider three of those reasons. 

The first proof is the eyewitnesses, the ones who saw him alive. The women, and the apostles, and 

hundreds of others, more than five hundred at one time, all of them were sure they saw him. 

They were so sure, that they would all rather die than change their minds. In the years to come, they were 

tortured, they were persecuted, they were hated and slandered and killed, but they all went down to their graves, 

confident and unshakeable, that yes, Jesus really is alive. 

Think about it. On Good Friday these apostles saw Jesus crucified, they saw their master killed, and yet 

somehow, that fact did not faze them. They were warned again and again that they would be punished for 

preaching about Christ, but they never hesitated. They went right out, and they preached the Gospel everywhere, 

knowing full well that they were going to be killed because of their faith. 

And yet they went gladly. That is how certain they were that Jesus is alive. 

The second reason, the second proof that Jesus is really alive, the second assurance that your faith is not 

in vain, is the reaction of the ones who crucified him. The Romans and the Jewish leaders – they told a story that 

the disciples came in the night and stole his body. But how did trained soldiers fall asleep and get away with it? 

How did the disciples roll away the stone without them waking up? The story does not make much sense. 

And anyway, if the Romans and the Jews really wanted us to believe that story, then all they had to do 

was get even one Christian to admit and confess where they put his body, and then they could go get the body, 

and show everyone that it was all a lie. Just arrest the Christians, and torture them, until one of them breaks down 

and tells the secret. 

But if the Christians were lying, if they really stole his body and hid it, then why did they never give up, 

even under torture? Why did every single one of them all stick to the same story, so that the Romans never found 

the body, so that the Jews are emptyhanded to this day? 

If the Christians really did steal his body, then why didn’t the ones who knew crack under torture? How 

did they manage to keep that secret, the secret of where to find his body, so that to this day, the body of Jesus has 

never been found? 

These are two strong reasons to believe that Jesus is alive. And now, here is one more. The third reason is 

this: The eyewitnesses – the apostles and disciples and believers – they were completely changed by the 

resurrection. Witnessing the resurrection changed the apostles from timid men, to bold public witnesses. 

It didn’t happen right away. The transformation was not overnight. At first, the apostles and the other 

believers all cowered in fear in the upper room. Even on Easter Sunday, they thought Jesus was a ghost. And for 

the next forty days, when he appeared to them on earth before he ascended into heaven, the apostles never came 

out boldly, they never preached in the temple that Jesus is alive. They were all in hiding, terrified, scattered, full 

of doubt. 

And even after Jesus ascended into heaven, for ten more days, they still didn’t come out of hiding, they 

were still too timid to preach the gospel or tell anyone that Jesus is alive.  

So the resurrection didn’t change them right away. And that is very strange. If they were lying that Jesus 

was truly risen from the dead, then why did it take them so long to start preaching their lie? 

It was only on the fiftieth day, Pentecost, fifty days after Easter, ten days after he ascended into heaven, 

that their behavior suddenly changed. All of a sudden, the apostles who had been hiding and cowering in fear, 

they all came rushing out of hiding, right out into public, right into the temple. And from then on, every day until 

the end of their lives, they never stopped boldly preaching that Jesus is alive. 
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Something changed. Something happened to them. This is not how ordinary men behave. This is the hand 

of God. 

It was because the power of the Holy Spirit came upon them, filling them with boldness that no one could 

withstand, superhuman courage and conviction, public proof for everyone to see, that this was the hand of God 

himself, that they were preaching the true word of God. 

May the Lord fill you with that same superhuman courage and conviction. May he drive out every doubt, 

and strengthen your faith in his sure and certain word. May he make your joy complete, in love for one another 

that brings glory to his name. 

Because yes, it’s true. The Bible is true. The word of the Lord stands forever. The eyewitness accounts of 

the resurrection in the Bible are trustworthy. The testimony of the apostles is reliable. Jesus is alive, never to die 

again! 

He is risen. He is risen indeed. Alleluia! Amen. 

To him be all glory and honor and praise and dominion, forever and ever. Amen. 


