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Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia! Amen. 

And because Christ is risen, now he comes to you today, to give you the Holy Spirit. 

The Holy Spirit. Of the three persons of the Trinity, the Holy Spirit often gets the least attention. And 

that’s what he prefers. The Holy Spirit does not draw attention to himself. He always directs our attention to 

Christ, the Son, the second person of the Trinity, who in turn leads us and brings us to God the Father. 

But really, the Easter season is all about the Holy Spirit. In the weeks to come, we will hear about the 

Holy Spirit again and again. Easter includes a series of readings from the gospel of John, when Jesus speaks with 

his disciples in the upper room on the night he was betrayed. In these readings, Jesus tells us many comforting 

things, and he especially teaches us about the Holy Spirit, the Helper, the Paraclete, the Comforter. 

Jesus tells his disciples that the coming of the Holy Spirit will be their chief comfort as he departs to the 

cross. And after he ascends into heaven, the promise of the Holy Spirit will be their strength and comfort. 

In these readings, Jesus promises that he will not leave us as orphans, but he will send us the Holy Spirit, 

who will take of all that belongs to Christ, and declare it to us. 

So in a few weeks, on the fortieth day after Easter, when Jesus ascends into heaven, he will command the 

disciples to stay in the city until the promised Holy Spirit came upon them, ten days later, on the day of Pentecost, 

to give them power from on high. 

It was only when the Holy Spirit came upon the apostles in tongues of fire that they were filled with 

boldness to go out into all the world to preach the Gospel, and the church was born. 

The point is this: the gift of the Holy Spirit is the chief benefit and blessing of the resurrection of Jesus. 

Jesus died on the cross to give us the Holy Spirit, and he rose on Easter Sunday to give us the Holy Spirit. 

Remember what it said in the reading for Good Friday, when he died, “He bowed his head and gave up 

the Spirit.” That is, he gave up the Holy Spirit, he breathed out the Holy Spirit upon us. 

And now today, our gospel reading from John 20 is all about the gift of the Holy Spirit. On the evening 

of Easter Sunday, when Jesus comes to his disciples for the very first time and appears to them after his glorious 

resurrection, Jesus comes to give them the Holy Spirit. 

“On the evening of that day, the first day of the week, the doors being locked where the disciples were for 

fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said to them, ‘Peace be with you.’ When he had said this, 

he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples were glad when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them 

again, ‘Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, even so I am sending you.’ And when he had said this, he 

breathed on them and said to them, ‘Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of anyone, they are forgiven; 

if you withhold forgiveness from anyone, it is withheld.’” 

Receive the Holy Spirit. Jesus is risen from the dead, the breath of life has returned into his body. He 

stands before us now, alive, filled with the Holy Spirit, all in order to breathe on his apostles and give them the 

Holy Spirit. 

He gives them the Holy Spirit, because along with the Holy Spirit come all the other benefits and blessings 

of Easter. The Holy Spirit brings us true heavenly peace, peace with God, just as Jesus said in our gospel reading 

twice on Easter Sunday and then a third time eight days later, “Peace be with you.” And the Holy Spirit brings us 

peace with God by forgiving our sins, just as Jesus told the apostles, “If you forgive the sins of anyone, they are 

forgiven.” 

The Holy Spirit comes into our hearts to make us believe in Jesus. He shows us the wounds in the hands 

and feet of Jesus, where they hammered in the nails. He invites us to put our hands into his side where they thrust 

the spear down deep, and see in these precious wounds the deep, deep love of Jesus, love for us sinners, love that 

atoned for us by hanging on the cross and pouring out his blood for our redemption. 

As the apostle John taught in the epistle reading today from 1 John 5, “The Spirit is the one who testifies, 

because the Spirit is the truth.” The Spirit testifies to Jesus by the water and the blood, the water and the blood 

which flowed from Jesus’ pierced side, the water and blood that you receive in baptism and holy communion. 

“For there are three that testify: the Spirit and the water and the blood; and these three agree.” 
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It is only by the testimony of the Holy Spirit that we recognize the crucified Christ, and recognize that we 

are the ones who nailed him there, that we caused his death, that he died and rose for us. 

Grant us your Holy Spirit, O God, that we may behold your dear Son this day by faith, and gaze upon him 

whom we have pierced – yes, we pierced him. He was pierced for our transgressions, but by his wounds, we are 

healed. 

And grant us your Holy Spirit, that we may believe in the peace he won for us on the cross, peace between 

God and men, peace which sets us free from all fear of death, peace which lets us stand before the judgment 

throne, forgiven and covered in the blood of Christ. 

Jesus died to give us the Holy Spirit, and he gives us the Holy Spirit so we might believe the Gospel. It’s 

all so we might believe in Jesus, and listen to his word, when he tells us we are truly forgiven, when he tells us 

we have peace with God. 

So it was by the power of the Holy Spirit that, eight days later, Thomas finally stopped doubting and 

believed, when he saw the risen Lord, and put out his hand into Jesus’ side. It was by the Holy Spirit that Thomas 

exclaimed, “My Lord and my God!” because no one can say that Jesus is Lord, except by the Holy Spirit. 

And it was by the power of the Holy Spirit that all the evangelists and apostles and the prophets wrote 

these things down, they wrote down the Bible. As John explained in our reading today “These things are written 

so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his 

name.” 

In the same way, in our Old Testament reading today, it was in and by the Holy Spirit that Ezekiel saw 

the valley full of dry bones. Filled with the Spirit, Ezekiel prophesied to the bones, that they might live. 

The dry bones are the whole house of Israel, all God’s people. The bones represent each one of us, dry 

and dead in our trespasses and sins, cut off from all God’s blessings, slaughtered in punishment that we justly 

deserve for our evil deeds. 

But, it says, filled with the Holy Spirit, Ezekiel prophesied to these dry bones. In the same way, God puts 

his Holy Spirit on his prophets and preachers and sends them out to preach the Gospel, to preach life and 

forgiveness in the Holy Spirit, so that our scattered bones might come back together, and so that flesh and sinews 

and skin might come upon us. 

And then, best of all, just as God breathed into us the breath of life on the day when he created Adam and 

Eve, now through the Holy Spirit, God breathes into us new life, to raise us and restore us as his people. The Holy 

Spirit comes to us from the four winds, he enters us by hearing the word of the Lord. He brings freshness and life 

back into our dead, sinful bodies. 

He sprinkles clean water on us, through baptism, to make us clean and alive – not dry and desolate 

anymore. He speaks forgiveness and life to us, and commands us to stand up again on our feet, a great and mighty 

army of the living God, to live before him as his people and believe in him and know him as our God once more. 

Therefore, the Lord God declares to you this day, “Behold, I will open your graves and raise you from 

your graves, O my people. And I will bring you into the land of Israel. And you shall know that I am the Lord, 

when I open your graves, and raise you from your graves, O my people. And I will put my Spirit within you, and 

you shall live, and I will place you in your own land. Then you shall know that I am the Lord; I have spoken, and 

I will do it, declares the Lord.” 

God will do it! He has done it, for you! He has put his Spirit in you, to give you faith in Jesus, so you 

might live. 

And therefore, when you die, the Holy Spirit will also raise your dead body on the last day to stand and 

see God in your flesh, to behold the crucified and risen Lord Jesus, with the marks in his hands and feet – to see 

him with your own eyes, your true and living Redeemer. 

That is why all these blessings: the forgiveness of sins, resurrection from the dead, eternal life, they all 

fall under the Third Article of the Creed, the article about the Holy Spirit. 

“I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.” 

These are all the work of the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit brings you into the communion of saints, the 

holy Christian church, gathered around the things of Christ. Here the Holy Spirit gives you forgiveness, through 

preaching and the sacraments. Here he sends you pastors, to absolve and forgive your sins, and point you to Christ 

crucified. And with that precious forgiveness, the Holy Spirit also promises you resurrection of your body, and 
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life everlasting. 

Thanks be to our God, the risen Lord Jesus Christ, who breathes on us and gives us the Holy Spirit today, 

so we might live in him forever! Amen. 

Now may the peace of God which passes all understanding guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus 

to life everlasting. Amen. 


