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Grace, mercy, and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.

Laws are a gift. It’s good to have laws, because without them there would be chaos. I mean, if we didn’t
have good driving regulations, or if nobody paid any attention to the rules of the road, then traveling would be
dangerous and traffic would be slow. In countries where traffic rules are ignored, there’s chaos. But here in
America... well, actually I’'m not so sure. But you get what [ mean: at least everyone knows what they’re supposed
to do, even if they don’t do it.

So you see, if it weren’t for the Law, we would suffer. God’s Law is a gift. It’s a treasure, to be received
with a gratitude and joy, studied and meditated and learned and memorized.

Now, some people who hate God like to complain that Christians are inconsistent, that we pick and choose
which laws of the Bible we want to follow. They say, “Look, there’s not just Ten Commandments in the Old
Testament, there’s 613. Why don’t you follow them all?”

But we’re not inconsistent, and neither is the Bible. Because all God’s laws fall into three categories:
Moral, Ceremonial, and Civil. The civil laws, like punishments for adultery and rules for taxes — these apply to
the ancient nation of Israel, to a different place and time. We live under a different government, with its own laws.
As for the ceremonial laws, like laws about ritual purification and sacrifices and annuals feasts — these all point
ahead to Christ, and to his perfect purification of sins, as the book of Hebrews explains. Jesus fulfills the
ceremonial law.

Jesus also fulfilled the moral law by keeping it perfectly, but the moral law still applies to us. Not an iota,
not a jot shall ever pass away. And the Ten Commandments are an excellent summary of the moral law. Also the
two great commandments: Love the Lord your God and love your neighbor as yourself — these are an even more
concise summary of the Ten.

But here’s the point. Every single one of the Ten Commandments is a gift. Each one contains and
encapsulates a precious gift God has given.

And the First Commandment is the greatest gift. “I am the Lord your God who brought you out of the
land of Egypt. You shall have no other gods before me.”

“I am the Lord your God, and I give myself to you as a gift.” What more perfect or higher gift could there
be than the highest, holiest being of all, the Maker of the universe, God himself? God gives himself to us in the
First Commandment, and he demands that we receive him as our perfect, highest gift. He wants us to honor him,
and no one else, nothing else, for every good and perfect gift is from him.

And just as in the First Commandment God gives himself to us, in the rest of the commandments, the
other nine, with each law God gives us something precious. And with each one he preserves and protects that
particular gift so we may enjoy it as he has ordained.

So he commands, “You shall not take the name of the Lord your God in vain, for the Lord will not hold
him guiltless who takes his name in vain.” Because God has given his name to us as a gift. He’s put his name
upon us, just as he put his Triune name upon Josiah and Abigail in their baptism this morning. He claimed them
as his own.

And when he puts his name upon us, through baptism, we become his. We belong to Christ, and we’re
invited to call upon his name in every trouble, pray, praise, and give thanks. So we pray to God alone. We seek
him in every need. We pray with a true heart, in the name of Christ Jesus, to the Father, through the Holy Spirit.
If we don’t pray, or if we call on God’s holy name thoughtlessly or carelessly, we’re breaking the Second
Commandment. We must not call upon any other name in heaven on earth or under the earth, because God wants
to be the one we seek.

Third, God has given us the gift of rest, and the gift of his word. “Remember the Sabbath day to keep it
holy.” This is not a tedious, burdensome thing to do. It’s a delight. To have a day set aside each week for rest, a
day where we can focus and meditate on God’s word and gladly hear and learn it. The Sabbath day is to be
treasured, because God has given it. By resting one day a week instead of working, by pausing our work on
Sundays to hear God’s word, we show that we value his word and his gifts more than money, and we trust him to



provide for our needs.

Really, if at all possible, you should not accept a job that requires you to work on Sunday, and you should
teach your children likewise. If you take the Ten Commandments seriously and make them a priority, then it is
possible to find a job that still allows you to go to church. And God will bless those who prioritize going to church.
Because you need his Word and Sacraments, you need forgiveness more than you need money. “For man shall
not live by bread alone but by every word that comes from the mouth of God.”

The rest of the Commandments each contain another gift. “Honor your father and your mother,” the Fourth
Commandment, “That your days may be long in the land of the Lord your God is giving you.” What a precious
gift. The gift of parents and authorities, people to teach us and train us and protect and guide us. No matter how
old you are, you should obey your parents and listen to their advice and care for them.

And this commandment includes a lot more, since parenthood is the root of all earthly authority.
Government, teachers, police, all of these derive from the Fourth Commandment, and are established by God for
our benefit. Obeying these earthly authorities is pleasing to God, because God has put them in place so we may
live in peace and quietness, in an orderly way.

“You shall not murder.” With these words God has given the gift of life and bodily health. All life is
created by God. It begins at conception and ends with natural death. And that life is God’s to give and God’s to
take away, his alone. “I kill and I make alive, says the Lord, and there is no god beside me.” Therefore, we entrust
our lives and bodies to his care. We do not take our life or the life of anyone else into our own hands, or hurt
anyone, or even harbor anger.

The exception is what was previously mentioned, earthly authority. God has granted authority to kill to
government, for the sake of defending his people and maintaining order. So being a soldier or judge or even an
executioner is permitted and endorsed by God.

“You shall not commit adultery.” This is God’s gift of marriage. God has given marriage so that husband
and wife may enjoy one another, and find comfort and encouragement in one another, and also for the sake of
raising children. But adultery destroys the gift of marriage, it divides God’s people, it divides families. And what
God has joined together let not man separate. So we must flee from all things that would cause division in
marriage, and keep the marriage bed undefiled, for God will judge the sexually immoral and adulterous. God
hates divorce, because it destroys his gift of marriage. Likewise, he hates pornography, and living together outside
of marriage, and all sexual perversion, for these destroy his gift of marriage.

“You shall not steal.” This is God’s gift of possessions. We should support and help our neighbor to
protect his money and possessions, just as we want them to do the same for us. God has given us possession —
house and home and everything we own — so we may enjoy the life that he’s given, and so we may have something
to share with others. Therefore, he also gives the Seventh Commandment to protect and safeguard the possessions
and money he’s given.

“You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor.” This is the gift of a good reputation. We should
protect our neighbor’s reputation, just as we hope our own reputation remains unsullied. So we should speak well
of those around us. We should defend them and speak well of them and explain everything they do in the kindest
way, so their reputation is preserved. Because a ruined reputation can never be repaired, as we see constantly on
TV and in the tabloid media. Whenever someone does something that catches the public eye, their reputation is
destroyed irreparably, and their life from then on is miserable.

If only Christians would stop gossiping. If only, when people sin against us, we would talk to each other
directly face to face about it, rather than complaining to everyone else. Then our personal relationships would be
preserved and we would live together in Godly love and unity, repenting and forgiving rather than arguing and
harboring grudges.

“You shall not covet your neighbor’s house. You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife or his male servant
or his female servant, or his ox or his donkey or anything that is your neighbor’s.” These last two commandments
show that the whole moral law is a matter of the heart, all Ten Commandments. They show that we sin constantly.
Even if we don’t steal and commit adultery and lie externally, we still covet in our hearts all the time.

Really, coveting underlies all sin. Any time we break any of the commandments, it’s because we’re
envious of what God has given someone else, not content with what he’s given us. Also, coveting reveals a deep-
seated distrust in God. It reveals that we don’t trust him to provide what we need. It’s saying that God’s gifts are
inadequate, that we need more than what God has provided. So coveting is a rebellion against God himself, a
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rejection of God as the perfect Giver of all things. When we covet, we’re saying that every good and perfect gift
does not come from him. We need to help God out, and thus we set ourselves up as our own god.

So what should we say? All these commandments are a matter of the heart, they go far deeper than simply
external keeping. Also, they’re a joy and a gift, because by keeping them, God wants us to enjoy life and serve
him and our neighbor in ways that are truly pleasing to him. What a blessing to know that our God has actually
shown us what we should do to please him.

As for all our sin and lawbreaking, what a blessing that God has crucified the old sinful nature in us and
raised us with Christ, that he’s baptized us and washed us clean, so we may no longer live in sin, but live according
to his commandments! For Jesus did not come to destroy the law, but to fulfill it. He came to pay for our
unrighteousness. He was crucified so we might be saved from the condemnation of the law, so we might walk
before him in newness of life, in godly love and humility, according to all the good instructions of the Law.

Therefore let us not relax any of these commandments. Instead, let us live by them and teach them to
others. Keep the commandments. Pray every morning for God to help you keep them. Pray that you don’t fall
into any sin, and when you do sin, pray for forgiveness. And then come to church, to be refreshed by the
forgiveness Jesus offers here.

Live by the commandments, and teach them. Teach your children, teach others. Then you will receive the
blessing Jesus promised, to be called great in the kingdom of heaven. “For whoever does these commandments
and teaches them will be called great in the kingdom of heaven.”

We entrust our lives into your care, O Christ. We call upon you, for you are the true giver of all good
things. Amen.

Now may the peace of God which passes all understanding guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus,
unto life everlasting. Amen.



