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Grace, mercy, and peace to you from God our Father and our Lord Jesus Christ! Amen. 

“Will God indeed dwell on the earth? Behold, heaven and the highest heaven cannot contain you; how 

much less this house that I have built!” 

Thus prayed King Solomon at the dedication of the temple in Jerusalem, after God fulfilled all his good 

promises to David, after he put a son on the throne, Solomon, filled with wisdom and love for God’s law, and 

filled with diligence to build the temple. God kept his covenant and showed his steadfast love. He fulfilled all his 

promises. 

But Solomon was right. Heaven cannot contain you, O Lord. No earthly dwelling can contain the infinite 

God. And yet God chose to dwell with his people in Jerusalem, in the temple. No temple can contain the living 

God, but God came into his people’s midst. They carried the holy ark into the temple, and the cloud of his glory 

filled it, so the priests could not stand to minister. 

Heaven cannot contain you, O Lord. No earthly dwelling can contain you, and yet you are pleased to dwell 

with men. The finite cannot contain the infinite, yet the infinite God is pleased to make his home with us. He 

dwells in the finite womb of a virgin. He dwells in the body of a man. Immanuel, God with us, lived with us and 

knew our weak flesh and died for us. 

And here in this congregation in Latimer, the Lord has been pleased to dwell with us for 130 years. Also 

in the school, he’s proclaimed his name for 100 years. Who are we and what is this house, that God has chosen 

this place to put his name here? 

And so Solomon stood there, overcome with awe and gratitude. Filled with the Holy Spirit, he prayed a 

magnificent, high-priestly prayer, a prayer that foreshadows the prayers of Jesus for us. Solomon prayed for the 

temple, and he prayed for the people, that God would come into their midst and hear their prayers and forgive 

them, not if, but when they sinned. 

For we daily sin much and surely deserve nothing but punishment. We constantly disobey our gracious 

God. 

So Solomon prayed over and over that day, that whenever God’s people turn away, and whenever God 

punishes them for their rebellion and unbelief and backsliding and sin, yet if they repent and return to the place 

where God causes his name to dwell, to his temple, and if we too likewise repent and return to his church, then 

we pray, O Lord: Hear us and forgive. 

He said, “Listen to the plea of your servant and of your people Israel, when they pray toward this place. 

And listen in heaven your dwelling place, and when you hear, forgive.” 

And he said, “If there is famine in the land, if there is pestilence or blight or mildew or locust or caterpillar, 

if an enemy besieges your people in the land at their gates, whatever plague, whatever sickness there is, whatever 

prayer, whatever plea is made by any man or by all your people Israel, each knowing the affliction of his own 

heart and stretching out his hands toward this house, then hear in heaven your dwelling place and forgive.” 

And he said, “If they sin against you – for there is no one who does not sin – and you are angry with them 

and give them to an enemy, so that they are carried away captive to the land of the enemy, yet if they turn their 

heart in the land to which they have been carried captive, and repent and plead with you saying, ‘We have sinned 

and have acted perversely and wickedly,’ if they repent with all their heart and with all their soul in the land of 

their enemies, who carried them captive, and pray to you toward their land, which you gave to their fathers, the 

city that you have chosen, and the house that I have built for your name, then hear in heaven your dwelling place 

their prayer and their plea, and maintain their cause and forgive your people who have sinned against you, and all 

their transgressions that they have committed against you, and grant them compassion.”  

Forgive your people. Give us the forgiveness Jesus obtained by dwelling among us, the infinite God in a 

finite human body. Give us the forgiveness he accomplished by his holy death on the cross, by the payment he 

made for all our sins. 

Give us your forgiveness in your church, O God, through your sacraments. The sacrament of baptism 

which washes away sins and gives a new clean heart, a heart that does not want to sin any longer but wants to live 
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and walk according to God’s commandments. And give us forgiveness in Holy Communion, given and shed for 

us for the forgiveness of sins, so we may be strengthened to live in our baptism and walk before God in 

righteousness and purity forever. 

This is why God has chosen to put his name upon us and dwell among us. This is why he’s established 

the church. Even though heaven and the highest heaven cannot contain him, the infinite God, Jesus Christ, is 

pleased to dwell in this congregation and this sanctuary, in his word and sacrament, to give us forgiveness. 

Thanks be to God for your great mercy to us for all these many years. Thanks to you, O Lord, for 

preserving this congregation, despite all our sin. You have never allowed division or quarreling to destroy your 

church. You’ve preserved us through the storms of this world and attacks of the devil. You’ve preserved us in 

times of anxiety and discouragement, times like Covid of great tragedy and loss, when many were afraid to come 

receive your good gifts here. We thank and praise you, O Lord, that the gates of hell have not prevailed against 

your church. 

Yes, Jesus has come into our house today, to this temple, this place of worship. He is here to answer 

Solomon’s prayer. He is here to turn our hard, unrepentant, sinful tax collector hearts upside down, so that we 

repent, and stop sinning, and seek his forgiveness. Jesus is here, in this place, to forgive. To atone for our sins by 

his blood, and bring salvation to this house today. 

Thanks be to God! Just as he came to the house of Zacchaeus long ago, today salvation has come to this 

house. By faith, we also are sons of Abraham! Even sinners like you and me, by faith in Jesus, we have a share 

in the promise of the kingdom of heaven! “For the Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost.” 

Do not pass us by, Lord Jesus. Confront us in our sin. Call us each by name, as you called Zacchaeus out 

of the tree, “Hurry and come down, for I must stay at your house today.” 

And make us like Zacchaeus. Make us respond to you like he responded. Give us repentant hearts like his, 

when he joyfully restored fourfold of all he had stolen. Come and bring salvation to this house. 

And cause many more to also seek your face. Bring them here, like Zacchaeus. Bring them here, that they 

too may be called sons of Abraham by faith. And never let us be scandalized or grumble when sinners repent. 

Now, after Solomon prayed that day at the temple dedication, the Lord appeared to him and answered his 

prayer. God said to him, “I have heard your prayer and your plea, which you have made before me. I have 

consecrated this house that you have built, by putting my name there forever. My eyes and my heart will be there 

for all time. And as for you, if you will walk before me, as David your father walked, with integrity of heart and 

uprightness, doing according to all that I have commanded you, and keeping my statutes and my rules, then I will 

establish your royal throne over Israel forever, as I promised David your father, saying, ‘You shall not lack a man 

on the throne of Israel.’ But if you turn aside from following me, you or your children, and do not keep my 

commandments and my statutes that I have set before you, but go and serve other gods and worship them, then I 

will cut off Israel from the land that I have given them, and the house that I have consecrated for my name I will 

cast out of my sight, and Israel will become a proverb and a byword among all peoples. And this house will 

become a heap of ruins.’” 

Do not cut us off, O God. Be patient with us. Keep your promises. Discipline us gently, and never let us 

fall away, that we may always live in your blessings. 

So now, dear saints to whom your Lord has been so gracious and merciful for more than a century: Now 

how should we live, having received all these blessings? 

Remain faithful to his word. Maintain the depth and truth and purity of God’s Law and Gospel, so that his 

wonderful forgiveness and salvation will shine in full brilliance. 

Do not hide or conceal your faith. Do not try to blend in with our culture. And do not be ashamed of 

Lutheran doctrine and practice. Our Lutheran identity is not empty tradition; it clearly proclaims the beautiful 

Gospel that we love so dearly. Our liturgy and hymns teach the faith, and they set us apart from the world. 

The old hymns we sing are excellent because they teach the faith so well. The old ceremonies are not just 

putting on a show. Making the sign of the cross – that’s not to exhibit your piety, but to actively engage your 

whole body in remembering that you are baptized. And therefore, since you are baptized, you belong to the holy 

Triune God. The God who died for us on the cross in the Son is your only hope and salvation – your whole identity 

is found in him. 

And reciting the Creeds and the Lord’s Prayer teach us, through repetition, how to pray and what to ask 

our Father in heaven, how to approach him with all boldness and confidence. They teach all the blessings that the 
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Triune God wants to give you in the holy Christian church, through the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 

sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 

And the family Bible is not something to be left on the shelf collecting dust. Fathers, open it. Open the 

Bible and read it out loud every day. Read and discuss God’s word with your family, and memorize verses and 

Bible passages, so that your children will know the Bible stories and be able to explain how they all point to Jesus. 

These things are not merely the job of the school. The school is secondary. It exists to support the family. 

The school is not the primary teacher of the faith; the family is the nucleus. The school exists to assist parents, to 

help them in their Christian duty to raise faithful children. 

When parents discipline their children with patience and wisdom, when they model the Christian life and 

come to church, when families read God’s word and pray according to it, and when we sing hymns that put his 

word on our lips, then the word of God is dwelling in us richly, in our hearts and in our mouth. Then we’ll be 

found faithful, ready for our Lord’s return. 

And when we teach the next generation what to seek in a spouse – not merely looking at physical 

appearance or social compatibility – but looking for a faithful Christian husband or wife, a wife who will submit 

to her husband and rejoice in his God-given leadership, a husband who will lead and bring his family to church, 

and love his wife as Christ loved the church and gave himself for us, then this congregation and this school will 

be blessed. 

Then our children will not grow up to abandon the faith. This house of God will not be left vacant, a heap 

of ruins. Our children won’t disappear after high school, but will remain steadfast. Then they’ll shine out as lights 

of faith, and raise another Christian generation after. 

Hear us, O Lord, when we pray for all these things. Do not deny our prayer because of our sins. Hear us, 

and forgive. Strengthen us in all Godly living. Dwell among us with your word and truth. Come into our midst 

with your forgiving word and sacrament. Send your Holy Spirit to our families, our children and our teachers. 

Bless them and all their work. 

Give diligence, we pray, to us all, repentance and humble hearts, that we may live in you and enjoy your 

blessings for years to come, just as you have blessed us all these many years up until now. We thank you in the 

name of Jesus. Amen. 

Now may the peace of God which passes all understanding guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus, 

unto life everlasting. Amen. 


