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Grace, mercy, and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.

Today, Jesus heals a man who was deaf and mute, who couldn’t hear or speak.

Now, this is not the most impressive or flashy miracle of Jesus. He’s not raising the dead, he’s not calming
a storm, and he’s not feeding 5000 people.

Healing a deaf man is not very flashy, yet it shows that Jesus cares. Jesus cares about this man’s trouble.
He has compassion on all who are suffering, even with their individual ailments. And in his compassion, Jesus
comes even to you in particular to help you with what’s troubling you, even if it doesn’t help anybody else. Jesus
cares about you.

And healing a deaf man may not be very flashy, but even today, the best modern surgeons are only able
to restore hearing in a few very specific cases. In general, most forms of deafness are still uncurable. It would
take a miracle.

And in the Bible, healing the deaf certainly stands out. Because no one in the entire Old Testament ever
had their hearing restored. Elijah raised the dead, Elisha healed a leper, Moses crossed the Red Sea and fed the
people of Israel with manna in the wilderness. But in the entire Old Testament, no deaf man was ever healed. This
is something new. This is something only Jesus does, only the Son of God. In Christ, through the gospel, God is
doing a new thing.

Truly, healing the deaf is a mark of the reign and rule of God. It shows that the true Messiah is here.
Because this is the fulfillment of Isaiah’s prophecy, that the day of the Lord has come, the day of salvation for all
who put their hope in him, but condemnation for all who reject him.

For as Isaiah wrote, “In that day the deaf shall hear the words of a book, and out of their gloom and
darkness the eyes of the blind shall see. The meek shall obtain fresh joy in the LORD, and the poor among
mankind shall exult in the Holy One of Israel. For the ruthless shall come to nothing and the scoffer cease, and
all who watch to do evil shall be cut off.”

But here’s the most important thing about Jesus healing the deaf-mute man. Here’s why it matters. This
1s a miracle which applies to you. This is your miracle. You are the deaf who are hearing words out of a book
today, words from the Bible. And you are the people who are mute. You are the ones who could not hear, who
had no faith to hear and believe God’s word. And you are the ones who could speak, unable to speak the truth of
God rightly.

So Jesus is working this miracle upon you right now. This is your miracle. Jesus is making your deaf ears
hear and your mute tongue speak. And here’s how. He’s doing it through the ordinary-looking, not very flashy,
yet wonderful miracle of baptism.

Yes, the miracle Jesus is doing for you in your life is found in baptism. When Jesus healed the deaf and
mute man, it was a baptism. It teaches you what God does for you through baptism.

Because look at what happened in the text. First, “Jesus returned from the region of Tyre and went through
Sidon to the Sea of Galilee, in the region of the Decapolis.” The point is, that’s Gentile country. Jesus has left the
land of the Jews. He’s traveling to where the unbelievers are, the Gentiles who have never heard of God and never
believed in him.

So also, Jesus comes to our country, Gentile country. He comes to Midwestern Americans like us who
don’t know God, who aren’t descended from Abraham. We aren’t Jews, we have no genetic right to be called
children of God. But Jesus comes to us, to baptize us and adopt us into the family of God. Baptism is for all
nations, freely offered to all. It brings everyone into the kingdom of heaven, through the new covenant in the
death of Jesus.

Second, “They brought to Jesus a man who was deaf and had a speech impediment, and they begged him
to lay his hand on him.” That’s a lot like you, when you were baptized, especially if you were baptized as an
infant. Because children cannot bring themselves to God, children don’t even know they need to be baptized.

So if you were baptized as an infant, then you were like the deaf-mute man, and your parents were like
the friends who brought him to Jesus. I mean, how could that man know Jesus was there, and how could he know
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Jesus was able do miracles, unless he could hear? But his friends could hear, and they knew. They knew what he
didn’t, that Jesus was able to help him. So they brought him to Jesus, and they begged for what he couldn’t, for
what he would have asked if he were able, they begged Jesus to lay his hand on him and help him.

So it is also with you. If you were baptized as a infant, it was because your parents knew what was best
for you, even if you didn’t. You were too young to understand speech, too young to understand your need. But
you still needed help, because babies are sinners too, guilty of original sin. And you needed help, because you
lacked faith and you lacked the Holy Spirit. So you needed Jesus to lay his hands on you, to heal you of your
spiritual disease.

But then, even though the deaf-mute man is ignorant of his need, ignorant of Jesus, completely unable to
ask anything for himself, still Jesus heals him. Jesus knows this man’s needs, just as he knows yours. So Jesus
laid his hands on you, in baptism, to save you in your ignorance.

“And taking the man aside from the crowd privately, Jesus put his fingers into his ears, and after spitting
touched his tongue. And looking up to heaven, he sighed and said to him, “Ephphatha,” that is, ‘Be opened.””

And it’s exactly the same for you! Because when you were baptized, Jesus put his finger upon you. He
sent his minister, the pastor, to touch you and take you in his arms. And he put the finger of God into your ears,
the Holy Spirit.

Yes, the Holy Spirit enters through our ears. “Faith comes by hearing,” says Romans 10, “and hearing
through the word of Christ.” Jesus gave you faith by speaking to you. Even if you were still too young to
understand words and sentences, nevertheless you heard his voice. You heard the word of God preached and read
aloud. You heard your parents praying for you. And in and through their voices, you heard the voice of Jesus, and
the Holy Spirit entered in.

Just like sheep cannot understand the words the shepherd is saying, but still they know his voice and
follow him, so even for babies, babies hear the voice of Jesus, and the word of God enters through their ears, and
they believe. Jesus puts his finger into their ears, to give them the Holy Spirit and create faith.

And then, it says, after spitting Jesus touched his tongue. This is exactly the same as baptism. The spit of
Jesus is the water, the water Jesus has blessed. But the water is not just plain water, it is the water included in
God’s command and combined with God’s word. The water Jesus spits is no ordinary water. It is the word of God
in the water that does these things, along with faith which trusts the word of God in the water.

So Jesus touches you and pours on you the water of baptism, along with his word, his word of promise
and command: the promise that baptism now saves you, that baptism is for the forgiveness of sins, that it bestows
the Holy Spirit. And the command to baptize all nations in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit,
for whoever believes and is baptized will be saved.

The word Jesus spoke to the deaf man that day, combined with the water, was Ephphatha. Be opened! Be
opened, deaf ears, to hear and believe! Be opened, mute tongue, to speak plainly! And the commanding word of
God always achieves its purpose. As he spoke through the Spirit in the waters of creation, now he speaks to you
in baptism, to recreate you by his word.

So the man was healed. “His ears were opened, his tongue was released, and he spoke plainly.” And so it
is with you. When you were baptized, your deaf, unbelieving ears were opened, to hear the voice of Jesus and
recognize him.

And now, in your baptismal life, your Lord is still working on you, to teach you his word day by day. To
make you hear and believe, that in him alone, by his death, you have forgiveness, and life, and salvation. Jesus is
still working, in the church, to open your deaf ears, and feed you with his word. So soak it up. Listen to the word.
Pay attention to preaching. Come to Bible study, and read the word diligently at home. Let the word of Christ
dwell in you richly.

And Jesus is also working on you to release your tongue, so that you may speak plainly. Most of us are
not good at speaking. Our tongues get all tied up when we’re supposed to talk about God. We don’t know what
to say. But you must speak. All Christians are commanded to speak.

First you must listen, listen to the word of God and hear it and treasure it up in your heart. But then, speak.
You cannot remain silent about your faith. You cannot keep it to yourself. Speak to your children, teach them the
faith. Speak to your neighbors and coworkers and relatives, tell them what God has done for you.

Society doesn’t want us to speak about Jesus. It certainly doesn’t want us to say that he alone is salvation.
Society hates when we say that all the other religions of the world are false. It hates when we speak the truth of
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God’s law, that sin is sin. It demands that we all use preferred gender pronouns, and quietly keep our opinions to
ourselves, keeping our religion private.

But you cannot do that! Since you have been baptized, since you have died with Christ and have been
raised with him, now your tongue is set free! If you are still mute, if you don’t confess Christ to others, if you
always clam up about what you believe, then be opened. Open your mouth. Speak boldly about Christ. Learn true
doctrine, and learn how to speak it.

Your Lord has given you his words. He’s put his word in you, and now he says to you, “Be opened!”
Speak now, in his name.

In our text, after Jesus healed the deaf and mute man, it says he charged the crowds to tell no one. Of
course, they ignored his command, but they should have obeyed. Because the fulfillment of his ministry was not
yet complete. He had not yet gone to the cross. The redemption of the world was not yet accomplished, the Holy
Spirit was not yet poured out, and so it was not yet time to preach the gospel everywhere.

But with you, it is different. Now that he has done it, now that the crucified Christ is raised and sits at the
right hand of the Father, now that he’s established the church and sent his apostles into the world to make disciples
of all nations and baptize and teach, now is the time to speak and zealously proclaim the gospel.

Now is the time for your tongue to be loosed, praising the mighty works of God, telling all the world about
Christ. Now is the time for you to say about Jesus, “He has done all things well. He even makes the deaf hear and
the mute speak.” Amen.

Now may the peace of God which passes all understanding guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus
to life everlasting. Amen.



