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Grace, mercy, and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. 

The lawyer in our gospel reading today came to Jesus in bad faith. Luke says he came to put Jesus to the 

test. “What shall I do to inherit eternal life?” He was trying to trip our Lord up, to catch him and trap him in his 

words. It wasn’t an innocent, sincere question. 

A few chapters later in Luke’s gospel, a rich ruler asked Jesus the same question. Unlike the lawyer, who 

was just looking for a gotcha, the rich ruler asked because he really wanted to know. But the lawyer today only 

wants to prove Jesus wrong, to expose him as a false teacher. The lawyer thinks he’s better than Jesus, more 

knowledgeable in the law. He thinks he’s already doing everything necessary to inherit eternal life. 

You can tell it was a bad faith question if you look back a few verses, to what Jesus has just said to the 

crowds, right before the lawyer speaks up. Jesus has just said, “All things have been handed over to me by my 

Father, and no one knows who the Son is except the Father, or who the Father is except the Son and anyone to 

whom the Son chooses to reveal him.” 

In other words: No one can know God except through me, the Son. No one can come to the Father except 

through me. For I alone am the way, the truth, and the life. There is no salvation, except by faith in me. 

But the lawyer rejects that. He thinks eternal life and salvation are by obeying the law, not by faith in 

Jesus. So when he hears Jesus claiming to be the Savior, he thinks Jesus is denying the law. And he sees an 

opportunity to trap Jesus, to prove he’s contradicting the holy law of God. 

So the lawyer’s question is a trap, “What shall I do to inherit eternal life?” If Jesus answers, “Keep the 

law,” then the lawyer can say, “Aha, so we don’t need to believe in you after all.” But if Jesus answers, “Believe 

in me,” then the lawyer will accuse him of denying the law of God, of saying that the obeying Ten Commandments 

is unnecessary. Either way, it looks like Jesus will be caught. Either deny yourself, Jesus, or deny the law. 

This kind of thing happened to Jesus often. In John 8, the scribes and Pharisees brought to Jesus a woman 

caught in adultery, to see if he would uphold the law, or if in his compassion he would soften it. The Mosaic law 

requires adulterers to be stoned, so if Jesus said, “Don’t stone her,” he would be denying God’s law. But if he 

said, “Stone her,” then where was his compassion? Yet Jesus knew their thoughts, so he replied, “Let him who is 

without sin among you be the first to throw a stone.” 

Again in Mark 3, when Jesus entered a synagogue on the Sabbath, his enemies watched him closely, to 

see if he would heal a man with a withered hand, so they could accuse him of breaking the law and doing work 

on the Sabbath. But Jesus asked them, “Is it lawful on the Sabbath to do good or to do harm, to save life or to 

kill?” And he healed the man’s hand. 

Yet again in Matthew 22, the Pharisees plotted how to entangle Jesus in his words, and sent their disciples 

to test him, “Is it lawful to pay taxes to Caesar, or not?” Of course, Jesus saw through their flattery and plots. 

“Render to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s,” he said, “and to God the things that are God’s.” 

So Jesus was constantly tested by his enemies. They tried to undermine his authority by trapping him in 

his words. 

At his trial, it was a sham, full of false accusations and slander. Many false witnesses stood up to testify 

against him, but they couldn’t even agree in their lies. The best they could come up with is that he once said he 

would destroy the temple and rebuild it in three days. 

Then before Pontius Pilate, they falsely accused him of inciting rebellion and subverting the nation, 

forbidding paying taxes to Caesar, and calling himself a king. Even Pilate knew these were groundless 

accusations, purely out of malice and envy. But he gave in to their demands. 

Dear friends, if unbelievers constantly did such things to our Lord, if they slandered and crucified the Lord 

of glory, then why should we be surprised when they do the same to those who bear his name? As Jesus said to 

his disciples in Matthew 10, “If they have called the master of the house Beelzebul, how much more will they 

malign those of his household.” 

So if you bear witness to Christ and the truth of the gospel in your life, then they will certainly try to trap 

you and catch you in your words. Just as they daily tried to do it to Charlie Kirk. Unbelievers constantly stood up 
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to test him. They wanted to undermine him and trap him in his words, and sometimes they succeeded. Unlike 

Jesus, he was fallible. 

But Charlie always answered in good-faith, with respectful arguments. He spoke the truth of God’s word 

with patience and compassion, explaining again and again why our government has authority to make and enforce 

laws, why abortion is murder, why all human life matters, why the family matters, why gender matters and 

transgenderism is evil, and why men and women have different yet complementary roles. 

For all this, he was slandered and killed. And now, his death is even being celebrated by many. But he 

was a faithful Christian, who spoke the truth of God’s word. May God raise up many like him to speak with 

boldness and humility in the name of Christ, regardless of the consequences. 

So when you are tested and questioned by unbelievers in your life, remember the example of Jesus. Imitate 

his patience and wisdom, when he answered the lawyer’s malicious question. 

Another time in the Bible, another man asked the same question as the lawyer. The Philippian jailer in 

Acts 16. But the jailer asked in good faith. Overcome with emotion that Paul and Silas and the other prisoners 

didn’t try to escape when an earthquake destroyed the jail, the jailer fell at their feet. “Sirs, what must I do to be 

saved,” he cried. That time, Paul and Silas answered according to the gospel. “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you 

will be saved.” There’s nothing you must do to be saved! Simply believe in what Jesus has already done for you. 

And so that same night, the jailer and all his family believed and were baptized. 

Unlike the Philippian jailer, who asked what he must do in repentant faith, receiving a gospel answer, 

unlike him, the lawyer asked in unbelief and unrepentance. He was not actually seeking salvation. He thought he 

had no need of it. 

And so, since he only wanted to prove his superior knowledge of the law, he got a law answer. Jesus said 

to him, “What is written in the Law? How do you read it?” And he answered, “You shall love the Lord your God 

with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength and with all your mind, and your neighbor as 

yourself.” 

This is the right answer, from the perspective of the law. If you want to earn your way into heaven, then 

you must love God perfectly and love your neighbor perfectly. You must be perfect, as your Father in heaven is 

perfect. So Jesus said to him, “You have answered correctly; do this, and you will live.” 

But can you actually claim to be perfect? Can anyone say, “I have loved God and my neighbor perfectly”? 

The lawyer knew he couldn’t claim that for himself, not without sounding like a hypocrite. So seeking to justify 

himself, he asked, “And who is my neighbor?” 

And that’s when he got to hear the parable of the Good Samaritan. That even a Samaritan, the most hated 

and despised enemy of the Jews, even he is your neighbor. In fact, a Samaritan actually proved to be a better 

neighbor to the dying man than the supposedly righteous and law-abiding priest and Levite. The priest and Levite 

were so careful to obey the law of Moses that they wouldn’t defile themselves by touching what might be a dead 

body. They used the law as an excuse not to get their hands dirty, and so they made themselves complicit, much 

like people today who want to remain silent about violence and murder, murder of innocent lives in our country. 

But who was truly a neighbor to the man who needed help? The Samaritan. So Jesus says, “You go, and do 

likewise.” 

That’s the law answer, and it is true. Your neighbor is everyone, even your enemy. If you want to do 

something to inherit eternal life, then go love God perfectly, and love everyone perfectly. Go, speak for poor and 

unborn and the aged. Defend the family, defend the truth about gender. 

But as you do so, be careful not to miss the point of this parable. Do not deceive yourself that the point of 

this parable is that you must be the Good Samaritan in order to inherit eternal life. Don’t think that if you love 

God and your neighbor, if you do this, you will live. 

Because if that’s the point, then the lawyer wins. Then you don’t need Jesus as your Savior. You don’t 

need to believe in him to inherit eternal life. Just keep the law, and you will live. 

That’s a big just, of course. But most people think that’s what Jesus meant: Just try your best, and you 

will be saved. No! That’s completely wrong! That’s not the point of the parable at all. 

No, the point is to convict you of your sin, to show you that you are not the Good Samaritan. You have 

failed. In fact, unless you are the self-righteous priest or Levite (which is even worse), then you are the man who 

was waylaid by robbers and left for dead. You are the one beaten and lying by the roadside, convicted of sin, 

dying in your trespasses, utterly unable to do anything to save yourself. 
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You are not the Good Samaritan. Jesus is. Like a Samaritan, he was despised and rejected and hated by 

all. Yet in his compassion, Jesus stops to have mercy on you. He lifts you and binds up your wounds, putting on 

oil – the anointing oil of baptism, and wine, the wine of his blood which stings as it cleans out the wounds of your 

guilty conscience. And Jesus carries you to the inn, the church, and he charges the innkeeper, the pastor, to care 

for you until he returns. 

So listen to this parable by faith. See that Jesus does not contradict or deny himself. He gives the lawyer 

an answer which is law on the outside, gospel on the inside. On the outside, “Do this, and you will live,” but on 

the inside, “I know you have not done this, but I have already done it all for you, to save you, that you might 

live.” 

Please! Don’t leave today thinking you can obtain eternal life by being a Good Samaritan, or even by 

trying your best. You can’t. On the other hand, don’t think you’re excused from loving your neighbor. You should. 

Imitate Christ. Love God and your neighbor, but not to obtain salvation. Love because that is that how you can 

show your thanks to him who first loved you. 

And please! Don’t try to justify yourself like the lawyer. Confess your sin, that you have not been the 

Good Samaritan, that you have failed. Confess your sin, and lift your eyes to Jesus, who had mercy on you, who 

died to justify you, so you don’t have to justify yourself. 

Open our hearts, O Lord, by faith! Even our enemies, open us all to believe in Jesus Christ our Savior, the 

true Good Samaritan, and put our trust in him alone. Amen. 

Now may the peace of God which passes all understanding guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus 

to life everlasting. Amen. 


