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In the name of Jesus. Amen. 

“Do not put yourself forward in the presence of the King.” So writes King Solomon, in the wisdom of the 

Holy Spirit, to us in the church today. 

Do not put yourself forward, because the King himself is here with you today. Jesus Christ is present here, 

in the church, in his word and sacraments. Already we partake of the heavenly wedding feast, the marriage feast 

of the King to his holy bride the church. We are honored guests, invited to his banquet table, to eat and drink and 

receive from his hand the cup of blessing in his blood, and the bread of immortality, in communion. 

So we must learn to act as Christians, as we enter these courts of our King. We must learn how to act and 

behave, in a way that is pleasing to him, so we may not be humiliated in his presence, but may hear from him the 

blessed words, “Friend, come up higher.” 

So do not put yourself forward, do not stand in the place of the great. 

Assert nothing for yourself before God. President Trump recently put himself forward as a great candidate 

for the peace prize, and certainly his peace negotiations in Gaza are very commendable. But don’t recommend 

yourself for honor. Let your deeds speak for themselves. “Let another praise you, and not your own mouth.” 

Instead, King Solomon says, it is better to be told, “Come up here,” than to be put lower in the presence 

of a noble. For as the King of kings himself has said, “Everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, and he who 

humbles himself will be exalted.” 

And so, Solomon in Proverbs goes on to teach us about the humility our Lord seeks, how to behave in his 

presence, how to walk in a manner worthy of the calling to which you have been called, with all humility and 

gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another in love, eager to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond 

of peace. 

When you come into the King’s courts, Solomon says, do not be hasty in coming before him to complain 

about others. “What your eyes have seen do not hastily bring into court, for what will you do in the end, when 

your neighbor puts you to shame?” 

Don’t drag your Christian brother before the church of God for judgment, accusing him of his failings. 

Perhaps your eyes have deceived you. Perhaps you misinterpreted his actions, and you’re jumping to conclusions. 

Maybe the sins you think you saw were not what you thought. 

The King knows the truth, he sees all things. So don’t be hasty in accusing your fellow Christian brother, 

exposing what he’s done to us all. You may well be humiliated. Your brother might have an explanation in his 

defense. He might end up putting you to shame. 

Instead of condemning, we should all obey the excellent commands of the King himself, our Lord Jesus, 

when he taught us how to deal with one another in the Christian congregation. 

Jesus said in Matthew 18, “If your brother sins against you, go and tell him his fault, between you and 

him alone. If he listens to you, you have gained your brother. But if he does not listen, take one or two others 

along with you, that every charge may be established by the evidence of two or three witnesses. If he refuses to 

listen to them, tell it to the church. And if he refuses to listen even to the church, let him be to you as a Gentile 

and a tax collector.” 

How much quarreling, strife, and conflict we could avoid in the church, if only we obeyed these simple 

instructions of our Lord! If only, instead of running and complaining to the congregation and church leaders and 

pastor about everything we’ve seen our brothers and sisters doing – instead of publicly exposing their sins and 

slandering their reputation – if only we went and spoke to them privately, directly. 

How wonderful it would be, if you went to your brother who sinned against you, and spoke to him 

privately, and he did the Christian thing, if he repented and apologized! Then you would have the privilege and 

joy of forgiving him! Then you would regain your brother, and the two of you would be closer than ever before. 

You would be reconciled in Christ, in the King who loved you both and died for you both, who humbled himself 

as your servant and became obedient unto death on a cross for you, so you might both be forgiven before God. 
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Most of the time, a private conversation is all it takes. But we’re so afraid of confrontation. We tell 

ourselves that it won’t do any good. So instead of doing the right thing, instead of talking to the one who sinned 

against us, we make everything worse, spiraling out of control. We break the eighth commandment and make his 

error public. And once the cat is out of the bag, it’s so hard to put it back. It’s so hard to reconcile, so hard to 

forgive. 

Also, notice that Jesus said, “If your brother sins against you.” Against you. If the sin wasn’t against you 

personally, then it’s not your business. At most, if you happen to know that your brother has sinned against 

someone else, and you’re sure that it’s not being dealt with, then you should encourage the two of them to come 

together, so they may be reconciled. If you’ve done that, then it’s enough. You can let the matter rest. It’s not 

your business. 

And yes, it may happen that if your brother sins against you, even if you talk to him, he still won’t repent. 

In that case, do you have a right to go complain to the rest of us? No, you still don’t! You still need to keep it 

private, between as few people as possible. 

“If he does not listen,” says the King, “Take one or two others along with you, that every charge may be 

established by the evidence of two or three witnesses.” Only once you’ve done that, only then are you free to tell 

it to the church, bringing your brother into these courts. And only after that, if he still refuses to listen even to the 

church, only then is he disciplined. 

Only then, when the whole congregation has heard the matter and called the brother to repentance, only 

then might excommunication be necessary, as a last resort, to get his attention, that this is a serious matter before 

God, that if he doesn’t repent, God himself will be his judge. 

The church has authority to do all this, because Jesus has given to the church the Office of the Keys. He 

gives the keys right here in Matthew 18, when he adds, “Truly, I say to you, whatever you bind on earth shall be 

bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.” 

The point is, all of this is what King Solomon is teaching us in Proverbs 25, when he writes, “Argue your 

case with your neighbor himself, and do not reveal another’s secret, lest he who hears you bring shame upon you, 

and your ill repute have no end.” 

Grant us wisdom, O Lord, in all the words we speak! Give us restraint and prudence, in our conversation! 

Not like the world outside the church, where everyone speaks whatever comes to mind, inconsiderately, spreading 

bitterness and division. No, grant us beautiful words, fitting words that adorn your church and your heavenly 

courts. “For a word fitly spoken is like apples of gold in a setting of silver.” 

And what more fitting words, what more beautiful apples of gold could there be, than the words of the 

King himself, the words of Scripture? “All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for 

reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness.” So we pray, almighty King, send your Holy Spirit to 

dwell among us, that he might give us gracious words at all times, what to say and what to speak, to adorn your 

church with words of wisdom. 

More than that, O God, do not let your fitting words fail to find their proper setting. The golden apples of 

the word of God need a proper setting, a setting of silver. So send us your Holy Spirit, O Christ, that we may 

speak your word and apply it at the proper time, so your word may do its holy work, bringing joy, harmony, 

reconciliation, and peace to these holy courts. 

Give us golden words, words that are pleasing to you, gold that is fit for a King. 

So Solomon adds, “Like a gold ring or an ornament of gold is a wise reprover to a listening ear.” A wise 

reprover – a Christian who speaks wisdom, applying God’s word for correction, reproof, and training in 

righteousness – he is like a golden ring, a ring even worthy of the finger of the King. He’s like an ornament of 

gold, to decorate and adorn the holy courts of the church. 

And a listening ear – someone who listens with patience to the word of God and its reproof, who actually 

pays attention and humbles himself when his brother speaks to him about his sin – such a man is worthy of praise. 

So do not be offended by reproof, do not take offense at correction. That would be the response of a fool. Instead, 

listen, and respond in humility, repentance, and grace. 

Maybe, if your brother comes to you with a word of correction, maybe you think his reproof is misguided. 

Maybe you think he’s wrong, that you have not sinned, that he’s misapplying God’s word. That may be so, but 

still, don’t lash out in frustration or anger. Respond with patience and wisdom, as a wise reprover yourself, so 

that you and your brother may be reconciled. 
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After all these words of wisdom, King Solomon concludes: “Like the cold of snow in the time of harvest 

is a faithful messenger to those who send him; he refreshes the soul of his masters.” Harvest is a hot, labor-

intensive season. Especially in the church, where the harvest is plentiful and the laborers are few. But a Christian 

who brings a cold refreshing drink to his masters, a drink made from snow brought down from the mountains, 

that person is a faithful messenger. Yes, if you bring cool refreshment to the church and to the laborers of the 

gospel, if you speak prudently with wisdom, if you listen to God’s word with patience, not stirring up dissention 

but cooling strife, then your words will help the church yield a bountiful crop. 

On the other hand, “Like clouds and wind without rain is a man who boasts of a gift he does not give.” 

This final proverb brings us back to humility, where we started at the beginning. Solomon is saying: Don’t boast 

to your fellow Christians. Especially, don’t boast to the King. Don’t tell him you are devoting your life to him, 

that you are his most dutiful servant, that you’ll be faithful all your life. You are unable to offer him such gifts; 

you don’t have it in you. 

If you say such things to the King, you are like clouds without rain, your promises are empty. 

Instead, come before God with humility, acknowledging your failures and shortcomings, your weakness 

and your sin. Acknowledge that you always come short of what’s expected of a faithful servant. Seat yourself at 

the lowest end of the King’s table, the least of all his servants. 

And then – oh what joy! – then you’ll hear the blessed words, when the King himself comes down from 

his throne, down even to you, to forgive you and comfort you and raise you up, deigning to call you his own 

friend. “Friend, come up higher.” Amen. 

Now may the peace of God which passes all understanding guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus 

to life everlasting. Amen. 


