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Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.

Today’s gospel reading deals with a question of paternity. The paternity of Christ.

But before we get into the paternity of Christ, let’s talk about paternity in general.

In the world today, where marriage is despised, where young couples are encouraged to move in together
before marriage to see if they’re compatible — in our society where parenthood is seen as a burden and
inconvenience, not a gift from God, questions of paternity are so so common.

A new father who doubts his girlfriend’s loyalty, well he’s going to ask for a paternity test. Or a new
mother who wants child support, she’s going to demand a paternity test.

Because as everyone knows, paternity implies responsibility. And no one wants to be responsible. Being
responsible as a father means you’re committed, for the rest of your life, to this child and his wellbeing. It means
you’re stuck with him. From now on, you have to make time for someone else, other than yourself. When you
become a father, you can no longer keep your earnings to yourself, you’ve got to pay child support. You’ve got
to sacrifice your own desires and wants, and prioritize the needs of someone else.

But is paternity and responsibility such a bad thing? No, of course not. Actually, it’s called love.

The very definition of love is self-sacrifice, laying down your life for someone else. Love God and love
your neighbor — on these two commandments depend the whole law.

And yet, in the past few decades, we’ve had an epidemic of young men who loved themselves more than
their closest neighbors, their own biological children. And we’ve had an epidemic of young women who loved
themselves and their own so-called right to choose even more than their closest neighbor, the baby in their womb.

So how can we teach our sons and daughters to love God, if we’ve failed to teach them to love the precious
children God wants to give?

And how tragic, that so many young men hate the idea of paternal responsibility. They’ve been taught to
avoid it like the plague. Marriage is to be avoided, especially if it might involve kids. It’s a good thing we have
paternity laws, to hold such men accountable.

But actually, in recent years, many young men are starting to realize the error of this kind of thinking.
They’re starting to see that the reason they’re all so depressed and miserable is because they were created by God
to care for and provide for others, not just themselves. So in the last 5 years or so, more and more we’re seeing
young men who want to be fathers and have children, who want to return to traditional family values.

May all our young men and women come to learn that marriage and family are blessings from God, that
the so-called freedom and independence of birth control and abortion is actually slavery to your own selfishness.

And may God spare all children. Spare them from growing up without fathers in their lives, no one to care
for them and discipline them in love, no one to teach them by example what Godly fatherhood means. And spare
the children, O God, from mothers who decide to kill them in the womb, the very mothers God gave to protect
them. Did you know that the number of abortions nationwide has actually increased since Roe v Wade was
overturned? It’s because now early term abortion drugs have become legal to ship and purchase across state lines.

But the point of what I’'m saying is this: paternity and parenthood is a good thing, a blessed gift of God,
an excellent vocation. Becoming a father or mother teaches you what it means to love your neighbor, through
self-sacrifice. It strips away your selfishness. And being loved selflessly by your human father — that teaches you
what it means to be loved by God, who loved you as a tender Father and gave himself up for you. And loving
your human father in return for what he’s done for you — so many things that you’re not even aware of it — loving
him teaches you what it means to start loving your God with all your heart and soul and mind.

Even better than all this, earthly fatherhood is, in fact, an image of who God is himself. Earthly fatherhood
teaches you who God is.

For God is our father. We are adopted as his children through baptism, we are sons and heirs of God, co-
heirs by faith with the eternal Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

As Paul wrote about fatherhood in Ephesians 3, fatherhood that reveals the love of God for us in Christ.
“For this reason I bow my knees before the Father, from whom every family in heaven and on earth is named,
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that according to the riches of his glory he may grant you to be strengthened with power through his Spirit in your
inner being, so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith — that you, being rooted and grounded in love,
may have strength to comprehend with all the saints what is the breadth and length and height and depth, and to
know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge, that you may be filled with all the fullness of God.” That’s
what fatherhood is meant to teach.

So now, let’s turn our attention to the gospel reading, to the paternity question written there.

Matthew 22 records — and keep in mind that this is all taking place during Holy Week, just a couple days
before our Lord was crucified — Matthew records the debate between Jesus and his enemies, the Pharisees, who
hated him and wanted to kill him. But to silence them, Jesus asks a paternity question, a question about his own
descent: What do the Old Testament Scriptures say about the Christ? Whose son is he?

“Now while the Pharisees were gathered together, Jesus asked them a question, saying, ‘What do you
think about the Christ? Whose son is he?’ They said to him, ‘The son of David.” He said to them, ‘How is it then
that David, in the Spirit, calls him Lord, saying, “The Lord said to my Lord: Sit at my right hand, until I put your
enemies under your feet”? If then David calls him Lord, how is he his son?’ And no one was able to answer him
a word, nor from that day did anyone dare to ask him any more questions.”

The Pharisees didn’t dare answer this question, not because they didn’t know the answer, but because they
refused to admit the truth. They refused to confess that Jesus, if he was actually the Christ as so many people were
saying, they refused to confess that he was not only the son of David, but truly the Son of God.

But that is the truth. That is the great doctrine of Scripture. Jesus Christ, your Lord, he is at the same time
both son of David and Son of God. From David he inherits his human nature; from God he inherits his divine
nature. So he is the God-man, son of God and son of man, fully God and fully man.

And what does that mean for you? Well, it means that as man, son of David, Jesus Christ shares in your
human nature, to suffer weakness and temptation and anxiety just as you suffer, in every way to share your human
experience. What’s more, he assumed your weak human nature, to endure and overcome for you. He assumed
your humanity to redeem it. He suffered and died on the cross, a human death in a human body, that he might rise
again, in a human body, the firstfruits of all who die in him.

Not only that, but as a man, the son of David, Jesus Christ is king. He’s the rightful heir to the eternal
throne of David. Think about it! A man, like you, a human being — he’s the eternal King of kings, who lives and
reigns and intercedes for you at the right hand of God forever. That is what it means that the Christ is the son of
David.

But what does his other paternity mean, that Christ is the Son of God? It means he himself is God, the
Lord whom David worshipped. As the Father is, so is the Son. The eternal Son, God of God, light of light, very
God of very God, begotten not made, the only Son from heaven, he is your Christ, the Anointed One, anointed
with the Holy Spirit, to reveal the Father’s love to you.

And as I said before, fatherhood is love. Responsibility and self-sacrifice.

Responsibility — God took responsibility for your sin, for your selfishness and self-centeredness, he took
responsibility for everything you’ve done and failed to do, and laid all the guilt on his holy Son, for him to suffer
in your place. God sacrificed himself in love. The Father gave up his Son. And the Son, who himself is God,
offered himself as the sacrifice for all your sin.

That’s truly what love is. Most people today think of love as some sort of emotion, a passionate desire.
When young people fall in love, they rely on their emotions, but when emotions die down with time, is love gone?

No. Love is not an emotion. Love is laying down your life for another. “Greater love has no man than this,
that a man lay down his life for his friends.”

Y our God has shown you such love in Christ. “In this is love, not that we loved God but that he loved us.”
And how did he love us? “He sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins.”

That’s what love is. Fatherly, divine love. That’s how God loves the world. God did not spare his own
Son, but gave him up for us all, that we might be spared.

Therefore, by imitating Christ and the self-sacrificing love your God has shown to you in him, that is how
you can learn to love, to love both God and your neighbor.

As obedient children of a good and loving Father, you are to learn day by day to love the Lord your God,
honor and serve him with your whole heart. Not as stubborn, rebellious children, but as willing, obedient sons,
graciously adopted in Christ, baptized into his holy name, invited to call upon God as your Father in heaven.
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Love your God by dying daily to sin, dying with Christ. Love your God by constantly returning to him,
day after day, in humble repentance. Love your God by offering him the sacrifices he seeks — a humble and
contrite heart that dies to self, a heart that trusts his fatherly, divine goodness and mercy, lavished upon you.

And love your God by serving your neighbor, created in the image of God, beginning with those closest
to you, your spouse and children and parents, and your brothers and sisters in Christ. And love your God by
thanking and praising him, who revealed his love for you in Christ Jesus, the faithful Father who called you into
the fellowship of his beloved Son.

And love your God, David’s Son and David’s Lord, true God and true man, Jesus Christ, Love incarnate,
who sought nothing for himself, but gave himself freely. He took responsibility for all your sin and selfishness,
sacrificing himself, to redeem and adopt you, that you might be called children of God. Amen.



