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Grace, mercy, and peace to you from God our Father and our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. 

Jesus said in the Sermon on the Mount, “You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be 

hidden. Nor do people light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a stand, and it gives light to all in the house. 

In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your 

Father who is in heaven.” 

Dear saints, you are the light of the world. You are the church, the city on the hill. The eternal gospel of 

Jesus Christ, the light of the world, is yours. It’s yours to keep, it’s yours to share. 

Salvation by God’s grace alone, through faith alone, in the atoning blood of Christ alone, without any 

works of the law. You possess the free gift of forgiveness, and the freedom that comes with it, a free and joyful 

conscience, unburdened by sin. 

The Son himself has set you free, free from slavery to sin, so you might remain in God’s house forever, 

so you might be free indeed. Thanks be to God for that! 

The Son sets you free, through the forgiveness of sins that he gives, here and now in the church, by the 

Holy Spirit, through the means of grace. The Son sets you free, through the preached word of God, and baptism, 

and absolution, and the Lord’s Supper, his holy sacraments. Thanks be to God for that! 

These things, these means of grace, they deliver the gospel to you. They deliver Jesus to you, like a plain 

and ordinary package with a precious gift inside. 

The spoken word delivers Jesus to you. Preaching is the tool, the means that the Holy Spirit uses to create 

faith in your heart, for faith comes by hearing. A plain and ordinary package, a preacher, an ordinary man, 

announces the gospel to you. He tells you that your sins are forgiven for Jesus’ sake. All your sin is put away. 

The Lamb of God carried it away, he carried all of it to the cross, and there he put your sin to death. 

In the same way, another plain and ordinary package, water, also delivers Jesus to you. Baptism washes 

you in the river of life flowing from the cross, the cleansing water that flowed from Jesus’ side when he was 

pierced by the soldier’s spear, to wash all your sins away. 

For when he was pierced, it says, blood and water flowed out. The two sacraments. Water for baptism, 

and blood for communion. Yes, blood is the other cleansing gift, the blood of Jesus, and his true body, in and 

under the plain ordinary packages of bread and wine, delivering Jesus himself to you, the blood of the Lamb who 

was slain to atone for all the sins of the world, and the body of the eternal man who lives and reigns forever. By 

feeding you his life-giving body, Jesus gives you life forever. 

These are the means of grace, the plain and ordinary packages of the Holy Spirit, delivering the precious 

Gospel, Jesus himself, to you. This is our faith. This is our precious treasure. 

Through this precious gospel that we preach, the gospel of Christ crucified, through it the righteousness 

of God has been manifested to all the world, the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who 

believe. 

For as Romans triumphantly declares: All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, and are justified 

by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, whom God put forward as a propitiation by 

his blood, to be received by faith. 

And that means, we have nothing at all to boast in! That we in the Lutheran church possess the pure 

treasure of the Gospel – what an unspeakable, undeserved blessing. That we are justified by faith apart from works 

of the law, why has this lovely, precious doctrine been entrusted to us? What have we done to earn it? Nothing 

whatsoever. It’s purely God’s grace, his tremendous gift. 

But since we possess these things, dear saints, since we possess this glorious light of the gospel, the word 

rightly taught and the and sacraments faithfully administered, since we possess the pure gospel and the full word 

of God – all the lovely doctrines taught so simply and beautifully in the catechism – therefore we cannot, we must 

not hide it under a basket. 

Martin Luther devoted his life to reforming the church. To calling the church back to its roots, back to the 

fundamentals of the gospel, back to the pure word of God after so many errors crept in. He was grieved by the 
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many false teachers of his day, who obscured the lovely gospel and burdened human consciences by demanding 

obedience and human works to earn God’s favor, on top of God’s free grace. Luther was grieved by those who 

denied the sacraments, thereby taking away their precious comfort and assurance of forgiveness. So he defended 

the truth against all who turn the precious word and sacraments into human institutions, not God’s free gifts. 

In Luther’s day, the light of the world was hidden. The gospel was covered under a basket. The basket 

had to be lifted, to let the light shine forth freely once again. And so the light of the world is still remains hidden 

today, in many grievous ways. 

But since you, in the Lutheran church, by God’s tremendous grace, since you still possess the precious 

treasure of the gospel, since the gospel is yours to keep and yours to share, since the doctrines you’ve been taught 

are the pure word of God, proclaiming Christ himself, the truth that sets you free, then do not be ashamed of the 

gospel. 

Do not be ashamed, in the great congregation. Do not be ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God 

for salvation to everyone who believes. For in it – the Gospel – the righteousness of God is revealed from faith 

for faith, as it is written, “The righteous shall live by faith.” 

Do not be ashamed in the great congregation. Do not be ashamed in the church throughout the world, 

among all who confess the name of Jesus, all who are baptized into the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. All who 

believe the Scriptures, looking for salvation in the kingdom of God. 

These may not call themselves Lutheran. They may belong to another denomination. But they are 

Christians, your Christian brothers and sisters. 

And yet, sadly, all of them – Roman Catholics, Baptists, Pentecostals, Reformed, Orthodox, and many 

others – all these denominations in one way or another, to some extent, are walking in darkness. The pure word 

of God is not rightly taught in all its fullness among them. The blessed sacraments are not faithfully administered 

in all their gracious blessing. 

So how does the Reformation continue today? What should we do, if we truly possess the pure word of 

God and his holy sacraments? 

We must let our light shine before men, we must speak boldly in the great congregation, letting the truth 

shine to all the church. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden. 

The work of the Reformation, begun 508 years ago today, must continue. The preaching of law and gospel, 

the teaching of Christ crucified for sinners, the work of the Holy Spirit in the church through the means of grace 

– we must keep holding these things up before all Christendom. For they are the ensign of our salvation, the rock 

and cornerstone of our faith, what we believe, teach, and confess. Hold these things up, to reform the church in 

every place, that all Christians may be united in the truth. 

Many have lamented the shameful divisions of the church. It’s truly the work of Satan, that the holy church 

of God is divided into so many denominations, all with their own interpretations of God’s word. This must not be 

so! Is Christ divided? Surely not. 

But the solution is not compromise. The solution is truth. The word of God is truth, it is clear, it is 

trustworthy. There is no room for more than one interpretation of Scripture – if there was, then God’s word would 

be unclear! If the Bible could be understood in more than one way, then God himself would be a poor 

communicator! 

But God’s word is clear, and perfect, and easy to understand. True doctrine is worth seeking out, it’s worth 

fighting for. God wants it to be known, God wants all his Christians to possess it and believe it. The salvation of 

the world depends on it. 

So contend for the faith, once for all entrusted to the saints. Preach the word, in season and out of season, 

to men who like or like it not. Preach the gospel of Crist crucified, letting your light shine before men. This is the 

church’s good and noble work, so that all nations may hear and believe and glorify your Father who is in heaven. 

O God, we pray, let your word shine forth! Your word endures forever! So rise up, and purge all error 

from among us. Draw us ever deeper into your word. Remove whatever dross remains in the Lutheran church and 

in every congregation. Reform your holy church, the one holy Christian and apostolic church that we confess. 

Unite all Christians in one Christ, through one Spirit, by the one baptism for the remission of sins. Sanctify your 

bride, O Christ, and present her to yourself, spotless and pure. 

Use us, O God we pray, use us as your instruments, in all humility and love. Give us wisdom and gracious 

words to proclaim the truth of your gospel throughout all Christendom and in all the world, so that many may 
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come to the knowledge of salvation in your dear Son. 

And grant to all who hear your truth, grant them believing and repentant hearts, that the church may be 

one as you yourself, O Holy Triune God, are one. 

For there is one Church, one body, one life in the Spirit. There is one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one 

God and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all. Amen. 

Now may the peace of God which passes all understanding guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus 

to life everlasting. Amen. 


