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In the name of Jesus. Amen.

The apostle Peter’s words could have been written yesterday — they describe our modern world so well.
“Know this first of all,” Peter warns, “that scoffers will come in the last days with scoffing, following their own
sinful desires. They will say, ‘Where is the promise of his coming? For ever since the fathers fell asleep, all things
are continuing as they were from the beginning of creation.””

Scoffers. Mockers. That’s the modern secular world, isn’t it? They scoff at the church, mocking our faith.
They love to say, “Where is the promise of his coming?”

“You Christians say Jesus is coming again. You say that the world will end with judgment day. Jesus said
he was coming soon. But it’s been 2000 years, so where is he?”

To the world, Christianity seems very foolish, a false, misleading hope. Maybe religion has some
psychological value, they say — maybe it provides comfort, a sense of purpose, a moral framework. But the only
people who would really believe the Bible must be weak and ignorant. Christians are obviously deluded,
brainwashed. Christianity is just a way to control people.

In the face of such opposition, it’s very easy to lose hope. But Peter wants us to stand firm. So he refutes
the scoffers by pointing to Genesis, “They deliberately overlook this fact, that the heavens existed long ago, and
the earth was formed out of water and through water by the word of God, and that by means of these the world
that then existed was deluged with water and perished. But by the same word the heavens and earth that now exist
are stored up for fire, being kept until the day of judgment and destruction of the ungodly.”

That sounds familiar, doesn’t it? That’s what the scoffers do. They deliberately overlook this fact: that
God created the heavens and the earth in six days, by his word, out of nothing. Modern skeptics insist on billions
of years, life that formed by chance, eons of gradual evolution. They deliberately keep God out of the equation.

But we see the glory of God and his handiwork in so many miracles — the majesty of the heavens, the
metamorphosis of a butterfly, the complexity of DNA, the birth of a baby — only a liar could fool himself that
these things had no creator.

And the scoffers deliberately overlook the abundant scientific and historic evidence that God already
destroyed the earth once with water and a flood, just as the Bible says. So since we see our creator’s handiwork
everywhere, we should also believe what he’s told us in Scripture, that he will bring creation to an end on the
Last Day, with fire, at the proper time.

So do not grow weak or discouraged, O Christians, when the scoffers scoff.

That is the apostle Peter’s encouragement for you today. The firm foundation of your faith, it’s not in
cleverly devised myths, not in the words of men, but in the prophetic word, the word of God, and the eyewitness
testimony of the apostles, Peter and the rest, men who actually saw Jesus die and rise from the dead, according to
the Scriptures, who actually saw him ascend into heaven, who heard the angels tell them, “Men of Galilee, why
do you stand looking into heaven? This Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same
way as you saw him go into heaven.”

But why has it taken so long for Jesus to return? Why is he so slow? Where is the promise of his coming?
How can we answer the scoffers?

Peter explains, “Do not overlook this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is as a thousand years,
and a thousand years as one day. The Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise as some count slowness, but is patient
toward you, not wishing that any should perish, but that all should reach repentance.”

The day of the Lord seems slow, but that’s because of God’s patience and mercy. He’s delaying for our
sake. He’s patient with us. He does not want to condemn us in our sin and unbelief. He does not want to cast us
into hell. He gives us time, so we might reach repentance.

But we must not be foolish. We must redeem the time. God is patient, but the day of his wrath is coming.
For just as in the days of Noah, before the flood, when the people were eating and drinking and marrying and
being given in marriage, until the day when Noah entered the ark, and the flood came and destroyed them all, so
will be the coming of the Son of Man.



2

And just as in the days of Lot, Abraham’s nephew, the people of Sodom and Gomorrah were eating and
drinking, buying and selling, planting and building, but on the day when Lot went out from Sodom, fire and sulfur
rained from heaven and destroyed them all — so will it be on the day when the Son of Man is revealed.

“The day of the Lord will come like a thief, and then the heavens will pass away with a roar, and the
heavenly bodies will be burned up and dissolved, and the earth and the works that are done on it will be exposed.”

The day of the Lord is coming, and it will be a day of terror and thick darkness. For in that moment, when
the Son of Man appears, like lightning flashing from the east to the west, in that moment all the unbelievers and
all the scoffers and all who trusted in themselves — millions and billions of human souls — they will all realize
their doom.

And then the Son of Man will take his seat on his glorious throne. And before him will be gathered all the
nations, and he will separate all people as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. And he will place the
sheep on his right, but the goats on the left.

And there will be many — even people who acted like Christians and went to church every Sunday and
were praised for their piety — there will be many who will stand condemned.

So how should you live, as you await that day? Saint Peter writes, “Since all these things are thus to be
dissolved, what sort of people ought you to be in lives of holiness and godliness, waiting for and hastening the
coming of the day of God, because of which the heavens will be set on fire and dissolved, and the heavenly bodies
will melt as they burn! But according to his promise we are waiting for new heavens and a new earth in which
righteousness dwells.”

So how should we live? We must live by faith, waiting for and hastening the coming of the day of God.
But what does that mean? How should we hasten the Lord’s coming? Is it by rushing out and evangelizing
everyone and convincing everyone to believe in Jesus and growing the numbers of the church, so that the full
number of saints may come in sooner?

That’s what a lot of Christians think it means. And there’s nothing wrong with doing evangelism. But
that’s not what Peter said. Peter said, “What sort of people ought you to be in lives of holiness and godliness?”
That’s the main thing. Live in holiness and godliness. Turning from sin, walking in God’s ways.

That’s also what Jesus says in the parable of the sheep and the goats. Live and walk by faith, in a life of
good works that bear witness to faith. Because on that day, Jesus says, the sheep will be judged righteous on the
basis of how they lived, how they served their fellow Christians. And the goats will be condemned on the basis
of how they lived, how they failed to serve Christians.

To the sheep, the Lord will say, “Come, you who are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared
for you from the foundation of the world. For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me
drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, I was naked and you clothed me, I was sick and you visited me, I
was in prison and you came to me.”

And when the sheep are surprised by this incredible reward, he will explain to them, “Truly, I say to you,
as you did it to one of the least of these my brothers, you did it to me.”

As for the goats, he will say. “Depart from me, you cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and
his angels. For I was hungry and you gave me no food, I was thirsty and you gave me no drink, I was a stranger
and you did not welcome me, naked and you did not clothe me, sick and in prison and you did not visit me.”

And when the goats are surprised by their condemnation, he will explain to them, “Truly, I say to you, as
you did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to me.”

The least of these. The least of these my brothers. That is, the Christians, my chosen ones, called by the
gospel. I call them by the gospel, says Jesus. So you must serve and minister to them as if you are serving me.
Not to obtain a reward — not at all — but simply because these Christians belong to me, because I put my name
upon them through baptism, because I dwell in them, I stand in them and behind them.

So how should you prepare for judgment day? By helping the sick and hungry and thirsty who bear
Christ’s name. By caring for your fellow believers, those who speak about Christ. By visiting those who are in
prison for the faith. Don’t do these things to earn your way into heaven — how could doing such mundane, ordinary
good works possibly deserve such a wonderful eternal reward? — but do them simply because you believe in Jesus.

That is godly living. That is the life of faith, loving and serving Christ by serving your fellow Christians,
in all humility, trusting him that he will do all the real work. He will redeem and forgive you, he will preserve
you for the final day.
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He will bring all his chosen people into the church, he will cause them to hear the gospel and he will bring
them to faith. Jesus will convert them — not us — he will bring in the full number, and he will return in glory to
judge the living and the dead on the final day. We are simply to love and serve one another, and confess the truth
about God before the world when called upon to do so, regardless of the consequences.

It’s not up to us to gather in all the saints or usher in the kingdom of God. The day of the Lord doesn’t
depend on us. No, our job is to live in repentance and faith, loving and serving God and our neighbor, until he
comes again or takes us home.

The kingdom of heaven belongs to the king, to the Son of man. He lives and reigns forever. He has killed
the beast, the devil, by his triumphant death on the cross. The Son of Man who ascended on the clouds of heaven
to the Ancient of Days, he possesses all dominion and glory. To him belongs the kingdom, the kingdom of heaven,
that all peoples, nations, and languages should serve him. His dominion is an everlasting dominion, which shall
not pass away, and his kingdom one that shall not be destroyed. Amen.

Now may the peace of God which passes all understanding guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus,
to life everlasting. Amen.



