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Grace, mercy, and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.

The ten virgins, five wise and five foolish. This parable is about the end of the world, the Second Coming of
Christ and little beyond. It gives us a glimpse beyond the door, into the eternal joys of heaven, where we will always
be with the Lord.

Right now, in this earthly life, we Christians are like the ten virgins, waiting for the Bridegroom to come.
We’re honored that he’s called us to serve the Bride, the church, as her bridesmaids. We get to serve her while she
waits for her Lord’s return, waiting for the consummation of her marriage, the marriage feast of the Lamb in his
kingdom that has no end.

With the Bride and all Christians, we are looking forward to the fulfillment of Revelation 19, “Then I heard
what seemed to be the voice of a great multitude, like the roar of many waters and like the sound of mighty peals of
thunder, crying out, ‘Hallelujah! For the Lord our God the Almighty reigns. Let us rejoice and exult and give him
the glory, for the marriage of the Lamb has come, and his Bride has made herself ready; it was granted her to clothe
herself with fine linen, bright and pure’ — for the fine linen is the righteous deeds of the saints. And the angel said to
me, ‘Write this: Blessed are those who are invited to the marriage supper of the Lamb.” And he said to me, ‘These
are the true words of God.””

That will be a glorious day. And we are eagerly waiting to see the Bride, the church triumphant in all her
glory, as she’s described in Revelation 21. “Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the
first earth had passed away, and the sea was no more. And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of
heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying,
“Behold, the dwelling place of God is with man. He will dwell with them, and they will be his people, and God
himself will be with them as their God. He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more,
neither shall there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the former things have passed away.”

Thanks be to God, for such beautiful, encouraging words. Words which give us strength in this earthly life,
this vale of tears. Words that keep us looking forward to the better country, the city that has foundations, the city of
the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem.

These are all the things the ten virgins were looking forward to, as they waited eagerly for the Bridegroom,
trimming their lamps to light the way for his wedding procession, whenever he might come.

“But five of them were foolish, and five were wise. For when the foolish took their lamps, they took no oil
with them, but the wise took flasks of oil with their lamps.” Five brought extra oil, five did not. Yet all of them, all
ten, they all fell asleep. “As the Bridegroom was delayed, they all became drowsy and slept.”

None of them should have fallen asleep. They all should have stayed alert. The Bridegroom himself clearly
warned us in Luke 21, “Watch yourselves lest your hearts be weighed down with dissipation and drunkenness and
cares of this life, and that day come upon you suddenly like a trap. For it will come upon all who dwell on the face
of the whole earth. But stay awake at all times, praying that you may have strength to escape all these things that are
going to take place, and to stand before the Son of Man.”

And he told us in Mark 13, “Be on guard, keep awake. For you do not know when the time will come. It is
like a man going on a journey, when he leaves home and puts his servants in charge, each with his work, and
commands the doorkeeper to stay awake. Therefore stay awake — for you do not know when the master of the house
will come, in the evening, or at midnight, or when the rooster crows, or in the morning — lest he come suddenly and
find you asleep. And what I say to you I say to all: Stay awake.”

And as we heard in today’s epistle, in 1 Thessalonians 5, “Let us not sleep, as others do, but let us keep awake
and be sober. For those who sleep, sleep at night, and those who get drunk, are drunk at night. But since we belong
to the day, let us be sober, having put on the breastplate of faith and love, and for a helmet the hope of salvation.”

So the Bible is very clear. None of the virgins should have fallen asleep, but all ten of them did. And none of
us should fall asleep either, but all of us will. We ought to be faithful Christians, focused and disciplined. But we get
lazy. We think we’ve heard it all. We think we can handle temptation. We think we don’t sin very much, we’re pretty
good people.

And so we fall into spiritual slumber. Apathy. We grow irritable and impatient with God and one another.
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We slack off in reading and meditating on God’s word. We fail to diligently seek God’s gifts in church. Our prayers
falter, temptation gets the best of us.

But if we are wise, knowing our weakness, then we should plan accordingly. We should prepare ourselves,
with extra oil, so that when we fall asleep, when the oil of faith burns up as we drowsily waste the hours of life away,
at least there will be more oil to replenish our lamps and keep our faith from going out.

Yet the question is: How? What is this oil, and how should we get it?

Well, oil is whatever it takes to keep the lamp burning, to keep the light of faith from dying out. But oil like
that doesn’t come from inside ourselves. Just as virgins couldn’t make their own oil — they had to go to the sellers
and purchase it — we can’t produce oil for ourselves.

So oil is whatever it takes to keep faith alive in your heart, and you cannot produce it. Which is why you need
to be in church, receiving oil from Jesus, who sells oil here without money and without price, oil from outside
yourself, oil which you cannot produce.

Really, the oil belongs to the Bridegroom. It’s his anointing oil, the oil he’s anointed with. As Psalm 45
declares, praising the Bridegroom, “Your throne, O God, is forever and ever. The scepter of your kingdom is a
scepter of uprightness; you have loved righteousness and hated wickedness. Therefore God, your God, has anointed
you with the oil of gladness beyond your companions; your robes are all fragrant with myrrh and aloes and cassia.
From ivory palaces stringed instruments make you glad; daughters of kings are among your ladies of honor; at your
right hand stands the queen in gold of Ophir.”

That’s the picture. The queen: the Bride, the church. And the ladies of honor, her virgin companions. And
the Bridegroom, Christ himself, true God, the King, anointed for the wedding with the oil of gladness, in fragrantly
spiced robes.

So the oil belongs to Christ alone. It’s his to give, in and through the church. The word and sacraments are
his oil of gladness, the anointing oil of the king, which he graciously and freely shares with you, in and through the
church, so that his Bride and all of you, her virgin companions, may be ready on the day of his coming.

Jesus is the one who prepares a table before you — the table of his supper, in the church. He is the one who
anoints your head with oil; who makes your cup overflow. The Spirit of the Lord God is upon him, anointed with
the Holy Spirit to bring good news to us poor sinners.

The Bridegroom is here already, in his word and sacrament, to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty
to the captives, and the opening of the prison to those who are bound; to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor, and
the day of vengeance of our God; to comfort all who mourn. To give you a beautiful headdress instead of ashes, the
oil of gladness instead of mourning, the garment of praise instead of a faint spirit; that you may be called oaks of
righteousness, the planting of the Lord, that he may be glorified.

So you need to be hearing the word and receiving the sacraments from Jesus, in the church. You need to be
living in your baptism, receiving forgiveness, confessing your sins and receiving absolution, to daily drown your old
Adam, your old sinful nature, so that the new Adam, Jesus Christ might emerge and arise to live in you. And you
need to be receiving the Lord’s Supper, the body and blood of Jesus, which strengthens you in faith until you die.

All these things are the oil you need, to keep the lamp of faith burning, so that you will be prepared, when
you inevitably get drowsy, when you lose your spiritual vigor, and fall asleep. You need the oil of God’s means of
grace, to prepare you for when you fall into sin and cares this world and dissipations of life, so that the day of the
Lord does not upon you like a thief.

If you are well prepared with this wonderful oil, the oil Christ provides, the oil of his word and sacraments,
then although the day will come suddenly, you will not be found lacking.

When at midnight you hear the cry, “Here is the Bridegroom! Come out to meet him,” then you will not be
stricken with panic like the foolish virgins, about to be locked out of paradise. Instead, on that day you will rise and
trim your lamps, and the Bridegroom will come to you, and you will join his joyous wedding procession, and you
will go in with him into the marriage feast, to see the Bride in all her glory, rejoicing forever with the Lord.

If you are prepared with the oil of gladness, the oil Jesus provides, then you will join him in the new heavens
and a new earth, to be glad and rejoice forever in what he creates. For behold, he create Jerusalem to be a joy, and
her people to be a gladness. He will rejoice in Jerusalem and be glad in his people, forever.

So come into the church. Receive this blessed oil. Be healed and strengthened and anointed for eternal life.
Amen.

Now may the peace of God which passes all understanding guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus to
life everlasting. Amen.



