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In the name of Jesus. Amen.

“Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest!”

Dear Christians, do you understand these words? Do you know what Hosanna means, and how it fits with
Advent? Advent means coming, and here is the coming King. Spread your cloaks for Jesus, wave palm branches
in his honor. Here he comes, in glorious humility, riding on a donkey, riding into Jerusalem to die on a cross for
his people.

Jesus said that if these people were silent, the very stones would cry out. The stones would cry Hosanna.
But what does Hosanna mean?

You might think Hosanna means something like Hallelujah, “Praise the Lord.” And certainly the crowds
were rejoicing and praising Jesus, their Lord. But Hosanna is different. Hosanna means, “Save us now!” It’s a cry
for help. Help us. Save us. Save us, for we are perishing.

Like when the disciples were caught in the terrible storm on the sea of Galilee, tossed about in the little
boat, about to be swamped. And Jesus was asleep, and they went and woke him, saying, “Save us, Lord; we are
perishing!”

Save us now. The crowds were crying out for a Savior, one to restore the kingdom to Israel, to drive out
the Roman occupiers, and establish the throne of David forever.

For 600 years, ever since the last king of Jerusalem was overthrown and the city fell to the Babylonians,
the Jews were a people in subjection, no longer free. It seemed that God’s promises had failed, the line of David
was ended. So for 600 years they awaited their Messiah. And now, they finally recognized the day of his coming.

Yet whether they knew it or not, even more than an earthly Savior, what they really needed was a heavenly
Savior, a champion to save them from Satan, the evil one, to save them from their sins, and save them from the
curse of sin, eternal death.

Are you like those crowds? Do you know you need a Savior? Do you know how badly you need help from
God? Or are you ignorant of your need?

Few people know they need a Savior. Most think they’re alright. We admire independence. Needing a
savior is a sign of weakness. So most people don’t want one, either an earthly savior or a heavenly one.

It’s because none of us appreciate the seriousness of our spiritual situation, the depth of our sin. We read
the Ten Commandments casually. We imagine in our hearts that we check off most, if not all the boxes. How
blind we are! We must learn to trust God’s word, more than our own hearts. Our hearts tell us we need no
salvation, but the word of God tells us we are lost and condemned in our sins.

Not only that, but we think we can stand firmly against the attacks of the devil and the world, resisting
temptation, staying awake and alert, ready for our Lord’s return. We don’t realize how badly we need the Savior
to come now, how fragile our faith really is, how quickly we always fall away.

Convert our hard hearts, O God, to make us believe we are sinners, that we need help, lest we despise and
ignore our Savior’s coming! Make us cry to you for help. Save us now! Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come,
that by Your protection we may be rescued from the threatening perils of our sins and saved by Your mighty
deliverance.

We need help. We need a Savior. Come now, O Lord, and save us. Bring your church out of this time of
waiting, these many centuries of waiting for your return. How much longer can we endure the hatred of the world
and the attacks of Satan, if you do not come soon to save us?

So Hosanna is a cry for help. But Hosanna is also a cry of faith, and a joyful shout of praise. The crowds
cried Hosanna to Jesus because they actually believed he could save them. And so they rejoiced and praised him,
filled with eager hope, confident he would answer their prayer.

Hosanna is a cry for help, but it’s not a cry of despair. It’s is a joyous cry, a hopeful cry, a confident cry
of thanks and praise for God’s salvation, a salvation which is certain. Crying Hosanna to Jesus is a cry of faith.

And, “Hosanna to the Son of David,” is even better. Calling Jesus the Son of David shows that the people
believed he was the Messiah, the rightful King. They believed he could save them, because he was the heir to



David’s throne, anointed by God to rule in justice and righteousness forever.

So Hosanna is not a cry of despair, but a cry of faith. And therefore, in the Old Testament, Hosanna is
used for joyful thanks and praise to God. Because God’s salvation is already as good as done. Before we call, he
answers. While we are yet speaking, he hears.

And in the Old Testament, Psalm 118 is the chief Hosanna psalm. Hosanna, it says in verse 25. “Save us,
we pray, O Lord! Hoshia Na! O Lord, we pray, give us success!” And yet, this prayer for help is a truly triumphal
song of thanks and praise to God for his salvation.

Because it’s already as good as done. God has heard our prayer before we even start to speak. He’s already
accomplished our salvation.

So Psalm 118 begins, “Oh give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; for his steadfast love endures forever!
Let those who fear the Lord say, ‘His steadfast love endures forever.””

And then, the psalmist explains why he’s so full of thankful praise. It’s because the Lord has saved him.
“Out of my distress I called on the Lord; the Lord answered me and set me free. The Lord is on my side; I will
not fear. What can man do to me? The Lord is on my side as my helper; I shall look in triumph on those who hate
me.”

And what does God help and save him from? “I was pushed hard, so that I was falling, but the Lord helped
me.” And also, “The Lord has disciplined me severely, but he has not given me over to death.” What this psalm
is saying, is that our troubles are because God himself has disciplined us. Disciplined us for our backsliding, for
going astray into sin, for failing to trust in him. Our troubles in life are often our own fault, but God allows us to
suffer, to bring us to repentance. And yet, God does not give us over to death. The Lord does not desire the death
of the sinner, but that we turn and repent. The Lord disciplines us in love.

And in his love, the Lord also brings us through. Therefore, Psalm 118 praises God, “The Lord is my
strength and my song; he has become my salvation. Glad songs of salvation are in the tents of the righteous.”

And then the Psalm continues, in words that sound just like Palm Sunday, like the triumphal entry of Jesus
our Lord into the gates of Jerusalem, “Open to me the gates of righteousness, that I may enter through them and
give thanks to the Lord. This is the gate of the Lord; the righteous shall enter through it. I thank you that you have
answered me and have become my salvation. The stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone.
This is the Lord’s doing; it is marvelous in our eyes. This is the day that the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be
glad init.”

Yes, this is the day the Lord has made. This is the new day, Palm Sunday, the day of our salvation, the
day our King comes to us. Here he is. Praise him and cry to him for help! For he has come, our King and our God,
to answer our prayer. To be our Savior. To be the stone the builders rejected, despised and rejected by men. To
be mocked and scourged and spit upon and crucified, to suffer bitter death in our place, all so he might save us.

So open the gates for him. Because the King here, here to lay the cornerstone of the new temple in his
body. To be the cornerstone of the church, the cornerstone of our salvation. He’s here, to be our gate, our door,
to make us righteous in his blood, so we might enter through him. By faith in him alone we are counted righteous
before God. In him alone we can enter the new Jerusalem, the eternal city of God, where he is enthroned forever
as King.

So at last, Psalm 118 reaches its triumphant Hosanna. “Save us, we pray, O Lord! Hoshia Na! O Lord, we
pray, give us success! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord! We bless you from the house of the
Lord.” Yes, here he is, the Blessed One, who comes in the name of the Lord, who bears the name of God. Blessed
is he, Jesus our Savior, Yahweh, our God. Jesus: that is his name. Yahweh Saves, that’s what his name means.
For he shall save his people from their sins.

Here he is, the righteous Branch, coming to reign not as an earthly king, but the eternal king. To sit on the
throne of a cross, that in his blood we might have righteousness and peace. “Behold, your King is coming to you;
righteous and having salvation is he, humble and mounted on a donkey.” And this is the name by which he will
be called: “Yahweh is our righteousness.”

And so the Psalm concludes, “The Lord is God, and he has made his light to shine upon us. Bind the festal
sacrifice with cords, up to the horns of the altar!”

Yes, bind the festal sacrifice. Bind him, Jesus Christ. Bind him up with cords, up to the altar of his cross.
Bind him there, rejoicing in his salvation. “For you are my God, and I will give thanks to you; you are my God;
I will extol you. Oh give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; for his steadfast love endures forever!”
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Dear Christians, I know it’s hard to rejoice. Because we do not see Jesus now. Our Savior has not yet
come to us again. Like the Jews waiting for the Messiah for all those centuries, the church is waiting now for his
return, waiting for our Savior to come again in glory to judge the heavens and the earth.

And the wait seems very long. We pray, “Come soon, Lord Jesus. Come soon! Why do you delay?”” And
we pray, “Stir up your power and come!” And we cry, Hosanna! Save us now! Because the world is very evil, in
these gray and latter days. Alone, we cannot stand.

But until that glorious day, we are comforted. Our cry for help is already a cry of praise, because God
already hears our prayer. Jesus has already come, to answer our prayer. He’s already come, for our salvation.
Salvation is done, finished and complete. By his holy death and resurrection, our Savior has already swallowed
up death forever, he’s already wiped away tears from all faces. He’s taken away the reproach of our sin, so that
we might praise him.

And our Savior has not abandoned us. He’s here already in the church, with us today in his word and
sacrament, to save us by his forgiving blood. “Behold, this is our God; we have waited for him, that he might save
us. This is the Lord; we have waited for him; let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation.” Amen.

Now may the peace of God which passes all understanding guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus
to life everlasting. Amen.



