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In the name of Jesus, the Son of God and Son of Mary. Amen.

Mary believed. When the angel Gabriel came to her and told her she would conceive and bear a son, even
though she was a virgin, she believed it. And when the angel said her son would be great and would reign forever
as King on the throne of his father David, she believed it. And when the angel told her the Holy Spirit would
come upon her, and the power of the Most High would overshadow her; so that her child would be called holy —
the Son of God, she believed it.

Truly, it’s incredible that Mary believed any of these things. If it were you or me, if the angel came to us,
would we react like her? Probably not. No, we would be like Sarah in Genesis, when the angels told her she would
conceive in her old age. We would laugh. And we would be like Zechariah, when the angel told him his wife
Elizabeth would conceive. Zechariah doubted the angel’s words, and so he was unable to speak until his son John
the Baptist was born.

But against all human reason, Mary believed. She believed, because faith comes by hearing, hearing the
word of God. When Mary heard the angel’s words, the Holy Spirit came upon her, to create faith in her. And
filled with the Spirit, she answered in words of tremendous faith, “Behold, I am the servant of the Lord; let it be
to me according to your word.”

And then, immediately, Mary went in haste to the hill country of Judah, to see her cousin Elizabeth, so
the two of them might rejoice together in everything the Lord had done for them.

But Mary was not the only one who believed. When Mary entered the house and Elizabeth heard her
greeting, the baby John the Baptist leaped in her womb. Because he, too, was filled with the Holy Spirit. When
he heard the voice of the mother of his Lord, the Holy Spirit entered him. For him, like Mary, faith came by
hearing.

So already, before he’s even born, the mighty forerunner begins his ministry, pointing the world to Jesus
the Lamb of God, and starting with his own mother. It doesn’t matter that John is still in the womb, that he can’t
talk or preach. He can still preach with his legs. He can leap.

And from that sermon of John, Elizabeth too is filled with the Holy Spirit. Hearing the voice of Mary, she
exclaims with a loud cry, “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb! And why is this
granted to me that the mother of my Lord should come to me? For behold, when the sound of your greeting came
to my ears, the baby in my womb leaped for joy.”

They all believe, all three, by the Holy Spirit. They all believe in Jesus, the fourth person present in the
room, the youngest one. All their faith is focused in him.

What better proof could we ask for, from the Bible, that babies are capable of saving faith? For here is
John the Baptist, not even born, already leaping for joy at the coming of his Lord. So certainly, we did the right
thing this morning when we baptized a newborn baby. If God gave John the Baptist faith even in the womb, then
God can also create faith in any child, no matter how small, and we should not withhold baptism from them.

And what better comfort also, for mothers who have lost an unborn baby, before their child was baptized.
What comfort that God loves these babies, and gives them faith. When an expectant mother goes to church, the
child in her womb hears the word of God there, and the Holy Spirit enters in, because faith comes by hearing.

Therefore, God answers the prayers of Christian mothers for their little babies, so that even if a child dies
before it’s born again through baptism into the kingdom of heaven, yet God still creates faith in their hearts, and
he brings them to himself in heaven.

So here they are, the three believers: Elizabeth, Mary, and John. An old woman, a young woman, and a
tiny baby, all filled with the Holy Spirit, all worshipping the fourth one, the youngest one, Jesus Christ.

All their faith is focused in him, rejoicing in Jesus, honoring him, the promised Messiah. This is the light
of the world, true God, begotten of the Father from eternity, now conceived and incarnate as true man, in the
womb of Mary his mother.

All their joy is focused in him, the embodiment of God’s tremendous grace and love for his lost and fallen
creation, all for the redemption of the world, by the blood of this holy child.
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That is the point, that is the focus. Turn your eyes to him, to Jesus. Focus your joy in him. Give us your
Holy Spirit, heavenly Father, that we may believe in him, your beloved Son, our Lord.

Convert us, by hearing the words of Mary herself, filled with the Holy Spirit, when she overflowed and
burst forth in words that she could never have come up with on her own, words of the Holy Spirit himself, speaking
in and through her. The words of the Magnificat, magnifying and praising God, who brings salvation to the world
in and through the only begotten Son:

“My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, for he has looked on the humble
estate of his servant. For behold, from now on all generations will call me blessed; for he who is mighty has done
great things for me, and holy is his name.”

Yes, holy is his name. This child is holy, the Holy One of God. For he himself is the holy one, the holy
and mighty God, as Isaiah foretold, “Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.”
He is Immanuel, God with Us. And in him, the mighty Triune God has done great things for Mary, by looking on
her lowly estate, and blessing her.

The Father overshadows her, the Son is within her, and the Holy Spirit is upon her. God has even
condescended to be incarnate in her. One of the Trinity is found in human form, conceived in her womb, to take
her mortality on himself, to suffer for her and for us all in the flesh, obedient unto death, even death on a cross.
So Mary rejoices in God her Savior, for this child in her womb is born to save even her. To redeem her, that she
might be holy in his name.

And Mary marvels at the great reversal, that God would do such great things for her, a sinner. “He has
shown strength with his arm;” she says, “He has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts.” And he has
done it by his mightiest work, the mightiest work of God, a work utterly contrary to all human imagination.

The mightiest work of God is not at all impressive by human standards. It’s microscopic, almost invisible.
A few cells, growing and dividing. Mary herself cannot even feel it yet. But this is the greatest strength our God
has shown with his arm, his mightiest work. To humble himself and take on human flesh, as a tiny baby, conceived
in her womb. This is the work which scatters all the proud of the earth in the imagination of their hearts: the
incarnation of the Son. In Jesus Christ, our God has turned all human wisdom and pride and imagination upside
down.

The Virgin Mary believed in him, and so did John the Baptist, and Elizabeth. Also the newborn baby God
baptized just this morning, little Mary. She believes. And so do all the baptized saints of all generations.

But do you? Think about it for a moment. According to the world, by human standards, it’s insane,
irrational, and ridiculous to believe in Jesus. What the Bible claims about him — no reasonable person should ever
believe it. It all sounds like a complete and utter myth, a silly fable. Only a child would ever believe such a thing
— that God the Word actually became man, born from a virgin. Much less that he died on a cross to redeem us
from hell. And not only that, but he also rose again on the third day, to live and reign forever as our King. Who
in their right mind would ever believe such things?

But Jesus came to overturn our human understanding. He came to destroy the wisdom of the world.
“Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not God made foolish
the wisdom of the world? For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God through wisdom, it
pleased God through the folly of what we preach to save those who believe.”

The wisdom of the world says that our faith is foolish. But Jesus came, to rebuke his disciples and say to
them, “Let the children come to me, and do not hinder them, for to such belongs the kingdom of God. Truly, I
say to you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God like a child shall not enter it.”

Only childlike faith can receive the kingdom of God. Only a little child accepts whatever he’s told without
question. Only a child would believe that God actually became a human being, that it’s not myth or fairy tale, that
God really came down to earth to die for our salvation.

“So we preach Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and folly to Gentiles, but to those who are
called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. For the foolishness of God is
wiser than men, and the weakness of God is stronger than men.”

O Lord, we pray, make us like little children. Give us faith like theirs. Humble us this day, that we may
not be found among the proud and mighty, too wise to believe your holy word. No, open our hearts to hear and
receive your word, that the Holy Spirit may enter in, to embrace the foolishness of God, Jesus Christ the wisdom
of God incarnate, and him crucified for our salvation.
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Bring us to Jesus, like little children, with open and receptive hearts, simply hearing and believing and
trusting what we hear. Join us together, praising and worshipping our God incarnate, Jesus Christ. Join us with
the Virgin Mary, and Elizabeth, and John the Baptist, and all the saints of all generations, even with baby Mary,
baptized just this morning, for of such is the kingdom of God.

O Heavenly Father, no reasonable person would ever believe in Jesus Christ your dear Son, but we trust
that you are able to create faith even in our hard, callous, overconfident hearts. You can fill us with the Holy
Spirit, for nothing will be impossible with God. Grant this, Lord, unto us all. Amen.

Now let the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.
Amen.



