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Grace, mercy, and peace to you from God our Father and the Christ the newborn King. Amen. 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, born to us this night, once said, “It is more blessed to give than to receive.” 

And so he gave himself for us. The Word became flesh, to dwell among us. God gave us his only begotten 

Son, so that believing in him, we might have life. “To us a Son is given.” 

And certainly, we should imitate this heavenly example. We should give, as we have received. We should 

be generous to the poor, and devote our time and money and attention to helping those in need, imitating Christ, 

and imitating the love of God, whom we receive tonight as a heavenly gift, wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying 

in a manger. 

This surpassing gift to us from God – the incarnation of the Only Begotten, born to die, given among men 

for us and for our salvation, this is the gift beyond comprehension, the infinite gift that reveals God’s infinite, 

superabundant love for us, lost and condemned sinners. 

And therefore, we give one another gifts at Christmastime, and we give to the poor, and we give to the 

church, out of gratitude for the forgiveness and life we’ve received, knowing that everything we have is a gracious 

gift from God. For every good and perfect gift is from above. And the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ 

Jesus our Lord. 

But there’s more. More gifts to be received. For we know that if God did not spare his own Son but gave 

him up for us all, he will also surely with him graciously give us all things. In him, in Jesus Christ the Word made 

flesh, in him we have a share in everything he has received. 

And what has Christ received? What has the Son received from the Father, to share with us? What did the 

angel say to Mary? “The Lord God will give to him the throne of his father David, and he will reign over the 

house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.” An eternal kingdom, that is what he has received. 

It was his by right from eternity, but he forsook it all, when he emptied himself and was found in human form. 

He grasped nothing for himself, he set aside the glory of God which was his by right. 

But now that his work is accomplished, now that our Lord Jesus is crucified and risen from the dead, now 

his majesty is restored. Now all authority in heaven and on earth is given to him, so that all the world must bow 

before him, worshipping him as Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 

And now, he’s pleased to share it all with you. All his authority and dominion. In him, baptized into Christ, 

buried with him through baptism into his death, you are privileged to share his gifts. 

Through your baptism into Christ, you have received the Spirit of adoption as sons, so that in him, in the 

Son, you too might call upon God as your Father. And now, for you, the Holy Spirit himself bears witness in you 

that you are children of God, and if children, then heirs – heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, heirs of the 

mighty gifts of his eternal inheritance, coheirs of his eternal kingdom, and life everlasting. 

These are the gifts your Lord Jesus Christ has given you. This is what the Bible means when it says, 

“When he ascended on high, he gave gifts to men.” He gave you gifts, such as the Holy Spirit, along with grace 

to each one of us, according to the measure of Christ’s gift. 

And gifts, says Ephesians 4, such as the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the shepherds and teachers, 

to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ, until we all attain to the unity of 

the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to mature manhood, to the measure of the stature of the fullness 

of Christ. 

Jesus gives all these excellent gifts to you, in the church, through the work of the ministry, the pastoral 

office. He gives you forgiveness, and he gives you his body and blood, and he gives you all the blessings of 

baptism. Oh what joy – he gives you the living water of life, and the inheritance and adoption in his name, to 

adopt you as sons of God and coheirs with him. 

So truly, if we have received such glorious gifts from God, we should also be generous givers in our lives. 

We should set aside our selfishness. We should stop thinking about what we want, what we need, what we hope 

to get. Instead, we should sacrifice ourselves and all we have, imitating the self-sacrificial love of God for us in 

Christ Jesus, serving one another rather than being served. For it is more blessed to give than to receive. 
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“It is more blessed to give than to receive.” Dear saints, when we hear these words, our minds always 

jump straight to what we should do: We should prefer to give gifts to others, rather than to receive. But tonight, 

on Christmas Eve, let’s pause to consider. Who is the Blessed One, more blessed than any of us? Who is the 

giver? The giver certainly is the One in the manger, the Son himself. 

Jesus is the truly Blessed One. He is the embodiment of all God’s blessings. He alone is truly poor in 

spirit, he alone is meek, he alone is the one who mourns over the sins of the world, he is the only true peacemaker 

between God and men, for he is the true Son of God. 

And since this baby in the manger is the truly Blessed One, the gifts he gives are more blessed than 

anything we could ever offer him, or any service we could render. He gives us grace, and mercy, and peace. He 

gives redemption in his blood. The greatest and most blessed gifts are his to give, and ours to merely receive, in 

humble gratitude. 

Therefore, dear Christians, if Christ alone is the truly Blessed One, if he is the embodiment of all the gifts 

of God, and if he has said that it is more blessed to give than to receive, then tonight we should be content to 

simply receive from him, the Blessed One, born for us. 

As you celebrate his coming into the world, the true light which gives light to all men, be content to receive 

him, with glad and grateful hearts. Do not reject him, or deny him, or hold up your gifts and deeds to him as of 

any value whatsoever. No, simply receive him and his good gifts. 

Receive him. For he came unto his own, but his own did not receive him. But to all who did receive him, 

who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, children born not of blood, nor of the will 

of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but born of God. 

So receive him gladly, the eternal Son, that you might be born of God in his name, born again through 

water and the spirit through baptism as his children, to inherit his heavenly kingdom. Amen. 

Praise our Triune God for his great gifts. Glory to God in the highest! Amen. 

Now may the Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make his face shine upon you and be gracious to 

you; the Lord lift up his countenance upon you and give you peace. Amen. 


